
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – 5th (Green Hymnal page 85) 
Eternal with the Father and the Spirit is the Word, Who of a Virgin was begotten for our salvation. As the faithful we both praise 
and worship Him, for in the flesh did He consent to ascend unto the Cross, and death did He endure and He raised unto life the 

dead through His all glorious resurrection.  
 

Apolytikion for Hieromartyr Phocas - 4th Tone 
Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way of life and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint Phocas, in the active life 
you found an entrance to contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the word of truth, and you shed your blood in struggling for 

the faith, O Hieromartyr Phocas. Intercede with Christ our God, beseeching Him to save our souls.  
 

Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 
 We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our 
helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit!  And she pleads for us all 

great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 
 

Kontakion to the Theotokos - 2nd Tone 
         A protection of Christians unshamable, Intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of those who 
are in sin. Instead, come to us for you are good; Your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you; hasten to intercede 

and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 
 

 Epistle Reading: The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 1:21-24; 2:1-4. Brethren, it is God 
who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts 
as a guarantee. But I call God to witness against me - it was to spare you that I refrained from coming to Corinth. Not that we lord 
it over your faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I made up my mind not to make you another 
painful visit. For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I did, so that 
when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be 
the joy of you all. For I wrote you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let 
you know the abundant love that I have for you.  
 Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Luke 5:1-11. At that time, as Jesus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, he 
saw two boats by the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, 
which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when 
he had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch." And Simon answered, 
"Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets." And when they had done this, they en-
closed a great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." For he was astonished, and all who were with him, at the catch of 
fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to 
Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men." And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed him. 
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Memory Eternal, Father Dean Talagan!  
 

 Today our Parish of St. Catherine is honored to offer a 40 day memorial service for Father Dean 
Talagan, the founding priest of St. Catherine.  Father Dean fell asleep in the Lord on August 31, 2019 and 
was laid to rest in his home town of Cheyenne, Wyoming.   
 Father Dean was born and raised in Cheyenne, WY.  He graduated from Cheyenne High School in 
1951. He earned a Baccalaureate in Classical Greek and History from the University of Wyoming, a Master 
of Arts and a Doctorate in Education from the University of Northern Colorado, and a Master of Theological 
Studies from Holy Cross School of Theology, Brookline, Massachusetts. 
 He began his career in education as a teacher and principal in the Cheyenne, Wyoming and Bakers-
field, California public schools. Father Dean served Wyoming as Assistant State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, and he was a past member of the Board of Trustees of Laramie County Community College. 
 Father Dean was ordained to the Holy Diaconate and then to the Holy Priesthood on August 3, 1975 

and served initially in his home parish of Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Cheyenne, WY. During that 
time, he was a Founding Director of the Patriarch Athenagoras National Institute and Youth Retreat at Harriman, Wyoming. In 
1984, Father Dean was reassigned to and  became the founding priest of the Hellenic Orthodox Church of Southeast Denver, later 
to be named, by vote of all adults and children, St. Catherine Greek Orthodox Church, in Greenwood Village, Colorado. From the 
first divine liturgy on April 1, 1984 at Slavens Elementary School, Father Dean, Presbytera Argie and the founding families worked 
diligently to establish a faithful Orthodox community, worshiping in English and welcoming to people of all backgrounds.  Father 
Dean served as President of the Colorado Council of Churches and was a Member of The Metropolis Council, The Archdiocesan 
Council and The Archdiocesan Religious Education Commission. Father Dean was pastor of St. Catherine for nearly 13 years 
before returning to Sts. Constatine and Helen church in Cheyenne, WY from which he eventually retired.   
 Father Dean was an inspirational and passionate educator in both the secu-
lar and spiritual communities. His compassionate leadership and friendship will be 
greatly missed by all. 
 Father Dean is preceded in death by his wife, Presbytera Argie Lafkas. He is 
survived by his children, Stacie (Marc) Wade of Denver, CO and Paul (Kristi) Talagan 
of Saugus, MA; grandchildren, Angela Wade of Denver, CO, Miles Wade of Houston, 
TX, and Barbara Talagan of Saugus, MA; sisters Stella Contos and Jean (Bill) Lang-
las; brother-in-law Paul (Pat) Lafkas; as well as numerous nieces, nephews and 
cousins. 

 
How to Become "Fishers of Men" in the Context of our Daily Work 

Father Philip LeMAsters 
 

                  I am sure that every one of us has felt at some point in our lives just like the frustrated fishermen did when Jesus Christ 
found them washing their nets.  They had fished all night and caught nothing at all.  As happens so often in our own lives, things 
had not turned out as they had hoped despite their best efforts.  They were disappointed and frustrated to the point of giving 
up.   But then the Lord told them to get back to work and let down their net.   They did so and somehow caught so many fish that 
their net was breaking; then they hauled in so many fish that their weight almost sank two boats. 
            That must have been quite a scene, and it was so astonishing that St. Peter recognized this tremendous abundance as a 
miracle.  He fell down before Christ and said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” But the Lord responded said, “Do 
not be afraid.  From now on you will catch men.”  Then the disciples left behind their boats and nets and followed Jesus Christ. 
            That day probably began like any other day in the family fishing business that they had always known.  The men were 
busy with their work and did not expect anything unusual to happen.  Over the years, there had surely been many times before 
when they had caught nothing.  So it was time to wash their nets and hope for the best the next time.  But in the midst of their dis-
appointment and resignation, the Lord blessed them in a way that helped them see their lives, and calling in life, in a new 
way.  Their work would no longer be catching fish, but bringing people into the eternal life of the Kingdom of God. 
            The details are different, but Jesus Christ says something very similar to us all.  No matter what we do every day, no mat-
ter how satisfied or disappointed we may be with our circumstances, the Lord invites us to participate in bringing the blessings of 
His Kingdom to the world and all its inhabitants.  
            Of course, the disciples were called to a special ministry in the founding of the Church; they had to leave their old occupa-
tions and serve the Lord full-time as evangelists, apostles, bishops, and ultimately as martyrs.   Some continue to hear similar call-
ings to this day. But most of us will remain right where we are for the foreseeable future, in the familiar circumstances of our fami-
lies, neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools with all their strengths and weaknesses. 



            Familiarity often breeds contempt, and we may be tempted to think that 
because we do not have our “dream job” or live in a setting more to our liking 
that we are somehow failures.  When we think in those says, we forget that the 
measure of our lives is not in success according to the standards of the world 
or even to our own preferences.  The fishermen did not expect a miraculous 
haul or a new calling in the midst of their frustration.  We cannot place limits on 
what God is doing through us and with us even when we are disappointed, 
frustrated, and unfulfilled.     
            Likewise, we may think that really holy people are all in monasteries, 
seminaries, and mission fields, not in the mundane circumstances in which we 

find ourselves.  We may doubt that what we do each day could be truly pleasing to God and what we are really called to do.  We 
must remember, however, that every bit of our life and work is called to become holy.  Everything that we do provides an oppor-
tunity to be stewards of God’s creation and to offer our lives and the fruits of our labor to the Lord for blessing and fulfillment.  
            For Jesus Christ is present to us in every human being whom we encounter at work, school, or elsewhere since we all bear 
His image and likeness.  Every human being and the entire creation are called to shine with the light of our Lord’s glory.  In our 
daily lives, we are all to become priests who offer the world back to God for His blessing.  We are all to become iconographers 
who bring out the beauty of the creation so that it manifests the life of our Lord, so that it becomes an image of His King-
dom.   That is as true for every one of us as it is for the monks on Mt. Athos and our bishops and patriarchs.  
            In order for us to accept this high calling, we must learn from St. Paul about how to work every day as priests and icono-
graphers of the creation.  We need to obey his teaching to “Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do 
be done with love.”  Some have claimed that Christianity is a religion for the weak, for wimps who want to feel better about being 
the doormats and losers of life.  But those who take up their crosses and follow Jesus Christ know that this is not a way for the 
weak and timid, but for those who boldly step out in faith to resist the temptation to do what is easy and popular and satisfies our 
self-centered desires.   
            In contrast, the true Christian life requires discipline, self-sacrifice, and the sort of dogged commitment characteristic of 
athletes, soldiers, and others who do the hard work of sacrificing for a good higher than themselves.  Opportunities to grow in this 
kind of life are available to us all in whatever set of circumstances we face today.   
            Some in our parish care for the sick and troubled; some take on the great burdens of defending our nation or protecting us 
from crime; some provide jobs by running a business or provide goods and services that people need in order to live a decent life; 
others teach; some take care of a home or a family; some go to school; and some are retired.   At times, we all get discouraged 
and frustrated; we have conflicts with others or feel neglected or mistreated by them.  At times we may wonder if there is any point 
at all to what we do every day.  When we feel this way, we must remember that the Son of God has entered into our world and 
blessed every bit of it.  He wants to sanctify every human being, every relationship, every responsibility, task, and assignment that 
we have—and every word that we speak.  Nothing is foreign to Him; nothing is outside of His love and salvation. 
            When we live and work faithfully in our present circumstances, we have the opportunity to transform a portion—no matter 
how small-- of God’s good creation for His glory.  And we are reminded that salvation is not a matter of the spiritual experience of 
isolated individuals, for we all journey together toward a new heaven and a new earth.  Jesus Christ’s ministry of feeding the hun-
gry, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind, and proclaiming good news to the poor shows that His salvation concerns the real
-life challenges that people continue to face in the world as we know it.  He showed God’s love for the hated Gentiles and Samari-
tans, for people who had fallen into great sin and were shunned by respectable people.  In His Body, the Church, all peoples and 
nations are to be reconciled and united in the life of the Kingdom. 
            Whether we see it or not, the circumstances we face each day provide an opportunity to play a role in bringing salvation to 
the world and all its inhabitants.  Everything that we do and say at work, school, or among family and friends should be sign of 
God’s blessing to those we encounter. We all have the opportunity to forgive; to work toward reconciliation with those from whom 
we have become estranged; and not to let greed, ambition, or power get in the way of relating to others with honesty, kindness, 
and decency. Of course, our work must support us financially if we are to live in the world, but there is a difference between meet-
ing our legitimate needs and selfishly worshipping comfort, convenience, and “the almighty dollar.” 
            Our calling is to use the challenges and blessings of our daily grind to grow in holiness as we play our role in making this 
world an icon of God’s salvation.  That’s how we will become fishers of men in our daily work.  For salvation is not an escape from 
the world, but its fulfillment.  Spirituality is not about separating ourselves from others, but about serving one another in Christ-like 
humility. 
            Human labor has fashioned wheat into bread and grapes into wine.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, they will soon become 
the Body and Blood of Christ, our salvation, our Communion with the Holy Trinity.  The same will be true of our daily life and work 
in the world when we offer ourselves and all our labors to Him.  Then like the first disciples, we will move from frustration to 
amazement at God’s blessing to become fishers of men.     









SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE  
FOR PARISHONERS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY 

For a confidential prayer list or for anyone you wish to add, please contact our Prayer Partners chair  
Samia Nash at stcatherineprayerpartners@gmail.com. 

 
To report the name of someone in need, ill, asleep in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to 

be removed from the Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. Thank you!  
“In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, who brought us into this world 

and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual 
maladies, relieve their pain and grant them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your 
servants (or name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is complete. 
Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show me how to recognize and meet 

their needs, both spoken and unspoken. You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving,  
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   

 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Viola Bechard - Home (Grandmother 

of Mindi Armatas) 
 Sharon Bennett - Asleep in the Lord 

(mother of Evan Bennett)  
 Mary Brent - Home 
 John Bouzis - Home (Brother of Chris 

Craig) 
 Stan Callas - Home  
 Dorothy Condon - Hospital (Mother of 

Mark John Condon) 
 Chris Craig - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Home 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda 

Hughes) 
 Fred Day - Hospice (Father of Laurie 

Baird) 
 Mary Dennis - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Teddy Dwight - Home 
 Hope Dwight - Home  
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Char-

lene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of 

Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Pres. Eleni Foreso & Family - Home 
 Walt Freehling - Home (Father of Tri-

na Bibbero) 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home (Mother of 

Trina Bibbero) 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of 

Andrew and Inge George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 

 Michael Gutesha - Home  
 Isabella Hanke - Home (Goddaughter 

of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Michel Heneen - Home 
 Mark and Connie Hilgefort - Home  
 Doreen Hoskins - Home  
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Nicholas Jones - Home (Son of Judy 

and Brian Jones) 
 Deacon John Kavas - Home 
 Dean and Irene Kasis (Cousins of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of 

Barb Latsonas) 
 Abbie Kippie - Home (Granddaughter 

of Terry Flagg) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 James Legas - Home 
 Jett David Spyridon Lockhart - Home 

(Chris Craig’s nephew)  
 Chad Lukasiewicz - Home  
 Will Maniatis - Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home  
 Annmarie Neal  - Home 
 Uka Mabel Nwaeze - Home (Mother of 

May House) 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 James Panagoulias - Asleep in the 

Lord (brother of Joanne (Steve) Cal-
las) 

 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of 
Missy Katsoulas) 

 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Ron and Katherine Pearl - Asleep in 

the Lord (Grandparents of Mindi Ar-
matas) 

 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center 

(Cousin of  Maria Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 Celeste Romell - Home (Niece of 

Vana White) 
 Fr. Stavros Rousos - Home (Cousin of 

Pam Van Milligan) 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 Blake Stokes - Home 
 Leah Stokes - Home 
 Valerie Stokes - Home 
 Dr. Harry Stathos - Home 
 Fr. Dean Talagan - Asleep in the Lord  
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home 

(Daughter and son-in-law of Irene 
Farfaras) 

 Rouli Tucker - Home 

 Chuck Ullmann - Home    

 Colleen Walsh Hospital (sister of 

Kathleen Economos 

 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Kathleen Witzak - Home (friend of 

Kathleen Economos)  
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Hospital 
 Sally Zawloski - Hospital (Cousin of 

Mark John Condon) 




