
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – 7th Tone (Green Hymnal pg 87) 
O Lord by Your sacred Cross You abolished death, and granted unto the thief blessed paradise. The Myrrh-bearers 
ceased lamenting and turned to joy. The apostles did preach the Good News at Your command, that You had risen 
from the dead O Christ Our God, bestowing Your mercy upon the world ever more. 

 
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is 
our helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit!   
And she pleads for us all great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 
 

  Kontakion for the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple – 4thTone (You Who were lifted) 
The Savior's most pure and immaculate temple, the very precious bridal chamber and Virgin, who is the sacred 
treasure of the glory of God, on this day is introduced into the House of the Lord, and with herself she brings the 
grace in the divine Spirit. She is extolled by the Angels of God. A heavenly tabernacle is she.  
 
 Epistle Reading:  The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 2:14-22.  Brethren, Christ is 
our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh 
the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so 
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to 
an end. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through 
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together and 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
 
 The Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Luke 12:16-21. The Lord said this parable: "The land of a rich 
man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 
And he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and there I will store all my grain and my 
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goods. And I will say to my soul, 'Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be 
merry.' But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God." As he said these things, he 
cried out: "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

 
 

Orthodox Homily on the Rich Man 
Fr. Robert Miclean 

 
 In the uncertain times we live in, it can be even more tempting for some to put their trust in their financial 
well-being, on creating for themselves the illusion of ‘security,’ of thinking, that if I just can hide away enough sur-
plus, well, then nothing of this world will be able to touch me. 
 The rich man in today’s Gospel thinks in much the same way. He says, I will say to my soul, “Soul, you 
have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.” But “Christ says of the rich 
man: “Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have…? So is he 
who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 
 It’s very challenging to die to this world and live for Christ and be “rich toward God” in a world and in a cul-
ture that emphasizes everywhere focus on self and financial security above all else. Combating this false sense of 
security and learning to entrust ourselves to God, demands a conscious effort and struggle, giving priority to the 
things of God, to bringing Christ into our daily lives, even moment by moment. If we’re filling the moments of our 
lives with entertainment and distraction, or even just work, or, if we are continuously filling our ‘bellies’, that is the 
passions, and giving God only what we each consider “His due”, then we’re going to suffer even more from the 
world’s temporal but powerful hold on us, we’re going to find ourselves enslaved to this world’s transitory nature 
and the materialism of our culture, the false sense of ‘security’ and ‘comfort’ that such self-absorption and illusory 
‘security’ brings. 
 For this reason, Christ in His love and mercy for us, His gracious desire to save us, gives us these words of 
liberation:“Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you.” Christ 
also reminds us of this truth: “where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). 
 The Parable of the rich man “who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God” is a warning for 
us, a warning of what will happen if we put our trust in ourselves instead of being, as Christ puts it to us today, “rich 
toward God.” 
This man in today’s parable is convinced that his prudence in hording his material wealth for himself brings him se-
curity. In reality, the opposite is true: not only is this man’s physical life put to an end unexpectedly, as can happen 
to any of us, but Christ says that his very soul is lost, saying, “‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; 
then whose will those things be which you have provided?’” 
 Before we dismiss this parable, thinking it only applies to the very “rich”, we’re constrained to consider our-
selves not in the light of “rich” or “poor” but in attitude of heart towards God and His Kingdom. A rich person can be 
generous toward God in spirit and in deed, or, he can be stingy, poor towards God—like the rich “fool.” Conversely, 
one can also be materially poor but also stingy towards God, or one can be poor, and like the widow in Luke 21, 
who is rich toward God in spirit and in deed, far beyond those with more material means. Christ says of her, the 
“poor widow has put in more than all; 4 for all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God,[a] but she 
out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.” 
In other words, no one is ‘off the hook:’ An account is demanded of all of us before Christ. And so, we analyze our 
giving toward God with the utmost objectivity and ask ourselves the following questions: Am I rich toward God in 
spirit and in deed, laying up treasure for myself in Christ’s eternal Kingdom? Or, am I laying up treasure for myself 
while being stingy toward God? If the latter, we remember what God says to the rich man: “…‘Fool! This night your 
soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’” 
 It’s easy to prefer the temporal offerings and attachments of this world, to turn inward, to focus primarily on 
ourselves, to give into the passions! It’s easy with all the financial demands on us to forget about being rich toward 



God, let alone giving a “first portion” (or ‘fruit’) to Him with a spirit of thanksgiving for all that God has given and en-
trusted to us. But, Christ warns us that this temporal and selfish focus turns to pure poison for our eternal souls. 
Living in the temporal realm and focusing only on our own needs may feel right, it may seem like freedom at first, 
but such self-focus actually turns toxic in our souls. Why is this so? Because God created us to be self-giving, not 
self-focused; He created us all to be ‘priests’ of His Kingdom, that is, to receive from God’s bounty, to offer a por-
tion back to Him in praise and thanksgiving, and then to receive even more spiritual blessings in return. Christ God 
created us for communion with His Body the Church and not to be ‘spiritual islands’. Ultimately, everything we have 
is a gracious gift from God. Our giving of ourselves to Him and to His Church reminds us of this truth and helps us 
to grow in faith in all aspects of our lives; being rich toward God enables us to entrust more and more of ourselves 
to His gracious and loving care so we build up treasure in heaven. 
 In the end, what do we have if we don’t have Christ? What has our self-focus, what has the world’s philoso-
phy and materialism, or our having Christ on our terms without submission and obedience, provided for us, for our 
souls? We easily fall into the same trap as the man in today’s parable. Whatever our means, if we put our trust in 
our own resources, in ourselves, or prefer our own ideas of the life in Christ, then we’re headed down the same 
road to the same words of Christ: “Fool, this night your soul will be demanded of you.” 
 Instead of autonomy, individualism, self will, Christ offers us communion in His Body—an opportunity to 
love and be loved. He offers to graft us into His one body by virtue of our willingness to die to this world so that we 
can be raised with Christ, so that we can become more of what He is. As we submit to His life, His will, and entrust 
ourselves to Him, we also grow in faith and in our communion with Him and all those who are likewise in Christ, 
striving to submit themselves to live in Him. 
 Some of you have taken steps forward in faith, entrusting your ‘first fruits’ to God, giving a tithe of your time, 
talents, and treasure to God, that He may use them to His glory and further His work in you and through you. This 
is certainly an example of being rich toward God if it is done with a grateful and joyful heart. 
 Being rich toward God, demands that we see the temporal life we’re now living for what it is—a living death 
if it’s without Christ at its center, if it’s not lived entrusting all of ourselves to God’s gracious care. The lesson of the 
rich man teaches us that we can never think that we’ve already ‘arrived’ or that such temporal efforts toward 
‘security’ is real protection. Our growth and healing is unending; it progresses only when we’re willing to put Christ 
and His Church first above all other earthly priorities. If we’re to inherit the Kingdom of God, we can put no other 
gods before Him, particularly our “mammon” or money, against which Christ repeatedly warns us in the Gospels. 
For this reason, Christ’s words ring true again and again: “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
 As we learn to put our trust more in God for our spiritual and physical needs, our dependence on this transi-

tory world, and its temporal hold on 
us weakens and we are freed more 
and more from the illusory and false 
sense of ‘security’ that its posses-
sion brings. In being rich toward 
God and placing our reliance on 
Him, God fills us to overflowing with 
His joy and love to build in us treas-
ure in heaven, giving us true and 
lasting fulfillment through content-
ment in Him, peace, and participa-
tion in His eternal Kingdom. Those 
who sow generously will also reap 
generously. This is Christ’s promise 
to all those who are rich toward 
God, in heart and mind, and, in 
deed. 

 







 

  

Dear Parishioners of  St. Catherine,  
 
Here's a look of the progress as of the end of October 2017 for the St. Catherine Iconography and Beautifica-
tion Project, "On Earth as It is in Heaven."   
 
Architecture and Structure 
 
 The new HVAC was delivered, and it has been set in place on either side of the church.  
 The next steps include connecting the new wiring for the HVAC. The diffusers also have been installed.  
 The ventilation in the choir loft has been addressed.  It is also being vented and wired now that the new HVAC 

system is in place. 
 The stone and marble designated for the solea area flooring has been cut and is on its way.   
 The restroom in the Church area and fellowship hall are now closed for renovation  
 The Narthex and outer Narthex are being prepared for their new arches 
 
Fundraising Efforts 
 
 Steps for financing the completion of the projects were discussed and approved at the Special General Assem-

bly on October 8, 2017. 
 To date, the total raised from all sources and fundraising efforts is over  $1.1 million. 
 Donations to the project now can be made online at https://stcatherinechurch.churchgiving.com 
 Thank you again to the members for their support in making the vision for "On Earth as It is in Heaven" another 

step closer to completion. 

https://stcatherinechurch.churchgiving.com


SAINT  CATHERINE  GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH  

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS  CARD 

 

Include your family in this special Christmas greeting for 2018 

 

Your donation of $15.00 (please make check payable to Saint Catherine Church) along with this form 

must be received in the Church Office no later than 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 

Please type or print your family name (s): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2017 CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES  
 

 Our  parish-wide " 2017 Christmas Giving Trees" ministry has begun! Through the Giving Trees, we 
provide gifts for those in need during the holiday season. This year we are sponsoring families from Kepner 
Beacon Middle School, Dalton Elementary, Brent's Place and the African Community Center. We have worked 
closely with representatives from each organization to determine the families most in need of our hel. Gift tags 
will be placed on the trees in the Fellowship Hall. All gifts must be returned to the church no later than Friday, 
December 15th to insure that they are delivered before the schools go on winter break. Please return your 
gifts with the original gift tags attached so that we can identify the recipients.  
 IMPORTANT NOTE: Gifts for Brent's Place must be unwrapped. They can be placed in gift bags but 
should not be wrapped in gift paper. 

 
 For several  years our parish has extended so much 
love and generosity through the Giving Tree ministry. You 
have helped to make the holidays brighter for so many. We 
are grateful for all you have done and we look forward to an-
other season of adding joy where the need is so great. Thank 
you so much! Please reach out Liz Deligiannis at 
Ldeli@comcast.net or 303-709-2229 with any questions.  
 God Bless!  
 













SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and 
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant 
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or 
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is 

complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show 
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory, 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   
 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep 

in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the  
Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Life Care (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Marie Bukuvalas - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Eva Marie Cotton – hospital 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Dan Diamond - Home 
 Michael Dugas - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of Terry Flagg) 
 Linda Farr - Alseep in the Lord (Mother of Brian Farr) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Home 
 Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home (Mother of Trina Bibbero) 
 Peter Gallanis - Home 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge 

George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Isabella Hanke - Home (Goddaughter of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Ikbal Heneen - Asleep in the Lord  
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Evangelia Katopodis - Asleep in the Lord (Aunt of Toula 

Stathopulos) 
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 
 James Legas - Home 
 Tom Long - Home 

 Freida Maniatis – Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Alex Poulette—home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 George Sourial - Home 
 Taki Tavlarides - Asleep in the Lord 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Jennifer Voxakis – Hospital 
 Roberta Walls - Hospital 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauf-

fer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 








