
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2018  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – 3rd Tone (Green Hymnal pg 83) 
 Let all things above in heav'n rejoice, and let all things below on earth be glad. With all the might and strength of His 
arm an eternal deed the Lord did perform. Beneath His feet He has trampled down death by death, and first born of the dead 
has He become. From the womb of Hades has He delivered us, and to all the world has granted His great redeeming mercy. 
 

Apolytikion for Nativity of John the Forerunner – 4th Tone  
 O Prophet and Forerunner of the appearance of Christ, with longing we honor you, although we have not the means 
of extolling you worthily. Your birth, which was exalted and most glorious, ended the barrenness of your mother and the 
muteness of your father; and unto the world it announced the Incarnation of God the Word. 

 
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

            We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is 
our helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit!  And she pleads for 
us all great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 

 
                 Kontakion to the Theotokos - 2nd Tone 

             A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of 
those who are in sin. Instead, come to us for you are good; Your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you; 
hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 
   
 Epistle Reading: The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 13:11-14; 14:1-4. Brethren, salvation is 
nearer to us now than when we first believed; the night is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then cast off the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light; let us conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. As for the man who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not for disputes over opinions. One be-
lieves he may eat anything, while the weak man eats only vegetables. Let not him who eats despise him who abstains, and 
let not him who abstains pass judgment on him who eats; for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the 
servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for God is able to make him 
stand. 
 The Reading is from Luke 1:1-25, 57-68, 76-80 - Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the 
things which have been accomplished among us, just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to 
write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilos, that you may know the truth concerning the things of which you 
have been informed. In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah; and 
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he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and 
both were advanced in years. Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according to 
the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of 
the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right 
side of the altar of incense. And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, 
"Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 
name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth; for he will be great before the Lord, and he 
shall drink no wine nor strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will turn 
many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared." 
And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years." And the 
angel answered him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this 
good news. And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things come to pass, because you did 
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time." And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and they wondered at 
his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they perceived that he had seen a vision in 
the temple; and he made signs to them and remained dumb. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, saying, "Thus the Lord has done to me in 
the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men." Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, 
and she gave birth to a son. And her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they re-
joiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they would have named him Zacharias after his 
father, but his mother said, "Not so; he shall be called John." And they said to her, "None of your kindred is called by this 
name." And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him called. And he asked for a writing tablet, and 
wrote, "His name is John." And they all marveled. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country 
of Judea; and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, "What then will this child be?" For the hand of the Lord 
was with him. And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, "Blessed be the Lord God of 
Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his ways." And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the 
day of his manifestation to Israel. 
 

Homily for the Nativity of St. John the Forerunner, Prophet, and Baptist 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 

 
 Today we celebrate the birthday of one of the most unusual and important 
people in the history of our faith:  St. John the Baptist.  He has the titles of proph-
et, forerunner, and baptist because he fulfilled all three roles, speaking the word of 
the Lord as he prepared the way for the coming of Christ, calling God’s people to 
repentance and baptism, and even baptizing the incarnate Son of God at the very 
moment when the Holy Trinity was revealed by the voice of the Father and the 
descent of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove upon the Lord in the Jordan.  Even 
before St. John was born, he pointed to Christ, leaping in the womb of St. Eliza-
beth at the arrival of the pregnant Theotokos, who contained within her the Savior 
of the world.   
            John’s own birth was miraculous, as his parents were an old, childless 
Jewish couple.  We’ve heard that story before with Abraham and Sarah.  But even 
though Zacharias was a priest actually serving in the Temple when the Archangel 
Gabriel brought the news that Elizabeth would bear him a son, he did not believe 
the message.  “How shall I know this?  For I am an old man and my wife ad-
vanced in years,” he said. Zacharias used the exact same phrase that Abraham 
did in Genesis to question how he could know that God would make him the fa-
ther of a multitude in the promised land.  Zacharias surely knew the story of Abra-
ham, and he should have welcomed this wonderful news with faith and joy.  In-



stead, he doubted and was disciplined by losing the ability to speak until John was born. 
            There had also been silence, no prophetic word from the Lord in Israel in hundreds of years, since the time of Mala-
chi.  Now Zacharias the priest has no voice.    The evil King Herod was not really Jewish and ruled in collaboration with the 
pagan Romans.  Those holding the three offices fulfilled in Christ of prophet, priest, and king were vacant, silent, or illegiti-
mate.  Now it was time for God to prepare the way for the coming of the true Messiah by means of a prophet like Elijah who 
would turn the hearts of the people back to the Lord. 
            And what a prophet St. John was:   An ascetic who lived in the desert, subsisted on a diet of locusts and honey, and 
fearlessly called religious leaders, soldiers, tax-collectors, and even King Herod to turn from their sinful ways and to live right-
eously.  He eventually lost his head for criticizing the immorality of the royal family.  It’s not surprising that one sent to pre-
pare the way for Jesus Christ was killed by those who loved their own power more than God. 
            St. Elizabeth hid herself for the first five months of her pregnancy until Christ was conceived, for all the events sur-
rounding John’s birth were preparatory to the coming of the Savior.  Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke as a prophet-
ess to the pregnant Theotokos even as John jumped within her:  “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb…Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the 
Lord.”   Zacharias himself came to believe the Archangel’s message, receiving his voice back when he wrote on a tablet to 
confirm that the baby should be named John, even though none of his relatives had that name. 
            In his song of praise after the John’s birth, Zacharias blessed God for the salvation that would come in Jesus Christ in 
fulfillment of the original promise to Abraham.  He must have had some time to ponder what he and Elizabeth had in com-
mon with Abraham and Sarah during those months when he could not speak, and he finally saw the connection.  He would 
die a martyr when Herod’s troops could not find John to kill him in the slaughter of the innocents, when the king had all the 
little boys of Bethlehem and the surrounding regions murdered.  Elizabeth miraculously hid herself and John in a cave from 
this terror; after she died forty days later, the boy grew up in the wilderness, fed by angels and protected by God.  
            There’s certainly nothing about John the Baptist that is business as usual.  Not his ministry, his conception, his par-
ents, or what was going on around him.  And that’s precisely the point we should ponder today, for God’s ways are not our 
ways, His salvation and blessing are not merely spiritually-charged extensions of our own habits, plans, and preferences.  He 
calls us to a Kingdom not of this world in which barren old married women give birth to great prophets and a righteous virgin 
carries the Son of God in her womb.  He overthrows political and religious leaders with little babies, pregnant women, and 
confused old men.   He prepares the way for the Messiah with a prophet who lived anything but a conventional or comforta-
ble life.  
            The same God who worked in such outrageous ways through St. John and his parents continues to operate in our 
lives, our church, and our world.  And He calls each of us to do what Zacharias originally failed to do:  to believe and obey 
that salvation and blessing  really are for us, that we have a unique role to play in how the Lord redeems and heals His good 
creation, here and now, today, in our generation. 
            Too often, we have sold ourselves and God short.  We have assumed that our faith does no more than support our 
prejudices and preconceived notions, and those of our society.  We have rested easy with our faith making us a bit more reli-
gious and perhaps less stressed out before life’s challenges.  Too rarely, however, have we taken Christ at His word to make 
us living icons of the Kingdom, participants in the divine nature by grace.  Yes, our Savior wants to make us perfect as our 
Father in heaven is perfect, to make us shine like irons left in a holy fire.  He wants us to forgive those who have wronged us; 
to love our enemies; to care for Him in the needy, miserable, and outcast; to refuse to worship the false gods of power, 
wealth, and pleasure; and to treat everyone who bears His image and likeness with the same love that we would show to 
Him. 
            John the Baptist is a reminder that we won’t be transformed by following business as usual.  We need a radical 
change, a spiritual rebirth, a new dependence on and openness to the power of a God who does not operate according to 
our preferences and agendas.  Instead of coming up with the usual excuses as to why we can’t believe and live as Christ 
taught, it’s time to be shaken out of our complacency. It’s time to recognize that what has brought us weakness, despair, and 
sorrow will simply continue to make more of the same.  A little bit of convenient religion on the margins of our lives may pro-
duce socially respectable people, but not those who manifest the heavenly kingdom even as they live in a corrupt world. 
            The Jews of the first century desperately needed a wake-up call, and did they ever get one in St. John the Prophet, 
Forerunner, and Baptist!  We still need his shocking message and witness.  And even as Zacharias eventually came to his 
senses, we can too.  The Lord wants to replace our spiritual barrenness with an abundance of new life as a sign of the salva-
tion of the world.  Let’s take Him at His word and live accordingly.  That’s the best way to celebrate the birthday of St. 
John.          





SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, who 

brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and heal your servants (or 
name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant them a quick recovery. If a quick or 
full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or name) helping them to endure whatever pain and 
suffering they are experiencing until recovery is complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate 

of my brothers and sisters and show me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To 
You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   

 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep in the Lord, or the let us 
know that you would like your name to be removed from the  

Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 George Armatas - Home  
 Mimi Armatas - Home  
 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Life Care (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Georgjean and Dan Caras  
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Home 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Michael Dugas - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Home 
 Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home 
 Walt Freehling - Home (Father of Trina Bibbero) 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home (Mother of Trina Bibbero) 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge 

George) 
 Kamal Girgis - Asleep in the Lord (Father of George Gir-

gis) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Isabella Hanke - Home (Goddaughter of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Michel Heneen - Hospital (Father of Samia Nash) 
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Shalene Karavites - Home 
 Dean and Irene Kasis (Cousins of Anthea Christenbury) 
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 

 James Legas - Home 
 Tom Long - Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Adam Millar - Home (friend of the Dr. Kosta Zinis family) 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 John Neal - Home 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Vangie Pappas - Home 
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Alex Poulette - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 George Sourial - Home 
 Blake Stokes - Home 
 Leah Stokes - Home 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauffer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 







Dear Parishioners of St. Catherine,  
 Great progress is being made with our "On Earth as It Is in Heaven" 
Iconography and Beautification Project.  For a look at the progress, please 
view the following photos and updates. 
 
Architecture and Structure Updates 
 Painting: Painting has been completed in the altar, sanctuary, narthex, and 
outer narthex. 
 Marble and tile installation: Marble has been installed on the iconostasis, 

and tiling and finishing work is continuing throughout the sanctuary. 
 Hardwood flooring:  Hardwood flooring will be installed in the choir loft in the next few weeks. 
 Bathrooms: Installation of tile and fixtures is continuing in the new bathrooms. The doors for the women's bathroom will 

be delivered next week. 
 Next Steps: Pews have been delivered to the church. The pews were delivered so that holes could be drilled and 

screws installed in preparation for the installation of the new carpet, which will be delivered next week. 
Iconography Update and Sponsorship Opportunities 
 Many parishioners have received the Donor Guide and expressed enthusiasm in sponsoring icons and appointments. 

We have commissioned our iconographer, Leonidas Diamantopoulos, to start work on phase 2 of iconography, which we 
hope will be installed by this Christmas or early 2019.  

 To learn about ways to support the new iconography click on the church's Iconography page.. 
Coming Soon 
 On July 15, we will be having a "Leaving the Gym" celebration as we prepare to move back into the church. Details will 

be provided in future church communications. 
Completion Date 
 The estimated completion date for the project is mid-Summer 2018. 
Fundraising Update 
 To date, the total raised from all sources and fundraising efforts is over $1.6 million. 
 Donations now can be made online at https://stcatherinechurch.churchgiving.com.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: At this link there are separate categories for "Beautification and Construction" and "Iconography 
and Appointments" (from the booklet). 
 Thank you again to the members for their support in making the vision for "On Earth as It is in Heaven" another 
step closer to completion! 
 To follow the progress, "On Earth as It is In Heaven," visit the St. Catherine website Construction page. 

 

 

 






