
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2019 - PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

Apolytikion for Pentecost – 8th Tone 
O blessed are You, O Christ Our God, Who by sending down the Holy Spirit upon them made the fishermen wise and 

through them illumined the world and to You the universe was ever drawn  
all glory to You O Lord. 

 
Kontakion of Pentecost – 8th Tone 

When the Most High came down and confounded tongues of men (Babel), He divided the Nations. When He dispensed the 
Tongues of Fire, He called all to unity, and with one voice we glorify the Most Holy Spirit. 

 
Instead of “Holy God…” 

Those who have been baptized in Christ have put on Christ for ever more, Alleluia. 
 

Megalynarion – 4th Tone 
Rejoice, O Queen, Glory of virgins and mother; for your praise is beyond the eloquence of the most cultured tongues, and 
the wonderful manner in which you gave birth to Christ throws every intelligent into amazement. Wherefore we the faithful 

magnify you with one accord. 
 

Communion Hymn 
Your Good Spirit shall guide me in the land of uprightness. Alleluia 

 
 Epistle Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 - When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jeru-
salem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were be-
wildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, "Are 
not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontos and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, 
we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God." 
 Gospel Reading: John 7:37-52; 8:12 - On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, 
"If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow 
rivers of living water.'" Now this he said about the Spirit, which those who believed in him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit 
had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This is 
really the prophet." Others said, "This is the Christ." But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not the scripture 
said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" So there was a 
division among the people over him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. The officers then 
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went back to the chief priest and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring him?" The officers answered, "No man 
ever spoke like this man!" The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? But this crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed." Nikodemos, who had gone to him be-
fore, and who was one of them, said to them, "Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what 
he does?" They replied, "Are you from Galilee too? Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." Again 
Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life."  
 

Unity Through Wind, Flame, and Language:  
Homily for the Great Feast of Pentecost in the Orthodox Church 

Fr. Philip LeMasters 
  
                   On today’s great feast of Pentecost, we celebrate the Holy Spirit coming upon the followers of the risen Lord Je-
sus Christ, which is the birthday of His Body, the Church.  After the Savior’s resurrection, He ascended into heaven and sent 
the Holy Spirit to His disciples so that they would not be cut off from Him and the new life that He brought to the world.  The 
Holy Spirit is the third Person of the Holy Trinity, fully divine and eternal as are the Father and the Son.  By being filled with 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord’s followers participate personally and communally in the unity, power, and blessing of the very life of 
God by grace. 
 Unlike the period before Christ’s Passion, the disciples now no longer think of themselves as students of a mere 
teacher, prophet, or king.  They no longer struggle to accept the good news of His resurrection.  Instead, they experience the 
new life of the Kingdom as “rivers of living water” flowing from their hearts.  By the Spirit, they participate by grace in the life 
of the Holy Trinity.  God is not remote, distant, or removed from them; but present and active in their souls. By God’s pres-
ence in their hearts, they become truly who He created them to be in the divine image and likeness. 
 At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit comes upon the apostles as a group who were gathered together in obedience to the 
Lord’s command.  The same divine breath which first gave life to humanity comes upon them as a mighty wind.  The divine 
glory beheld by Moses in the burning bush now rests upon each of them personally as flames of fire.   The divided speech of 
the tower of Babel is now overcome by the miracle of speaking in different languages as a sign that everyone is invited to 
share in the life of the Lord.  Not the possession of any nation or group, this great feast manifests the fulfillment of God’s 
promises for the entire world and every human being. 
 God creates us all in His image with the calling to grow in His likeness, actually to become like Him in holiness.  This 
glorious participation in Him is made possible for us at Pentecost.  Human distinctions of every kind become irrelevant here, 
for all that matters is that we respond with faith, humility, love, and repentance as we embrace the Spirit poured out on the 
whole world and on every generation. 
 With the Holy Spirit present in our hearts, linking us together organically as one, our fallen, divided humanity is re-

stored.  Just as Father, Son, and Spirit share a common life of love, unity, 
and holiness, we share a common life in Christ’s Body, the Church.   As 
particular people, we have the responsibility to believe, repent, and obey 
the Lord as we live faithfully each day and participate in the ministries of 
the Church.   As members of Christ’s Body, we are nurtured by worship, 
the sacraments, and spiritual instruction in our common life.   The Tradition 
of the Church is the presence of the Holy Spirit, guiding us all into ever 
greater knowledge of and participation in the life of the Holy Trinity. 
 We receive the Holy Spirit not as isolated individuals, but as per-
sons in communion, in loving relationship with Christ and with one another 
in His Body, the Church.  The only proper way to celebrate Pentecost is to 
open ourselves as fully as possible to God’s healing, transforming power in 
our life together in a way that overcomes all worldly distinctions.  That is 
how we, despite all our problems and weaknesses, may become radiant 
with the divine glory as we celebrate this great feast of our salvation as 
living temples of the Holy Spirit.  That is how we too may experience 
“rivers of living water” that quench the thirst of our souls. 







SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE  
FOR PARISHONERS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY 

For a confidential prayer list or for anyone you wish to add, please contact our Prayer Partners chair  
Samia Nash at stcatherineprayerpartners@gmail.com. 

 
To report the name of someone in need, ill, asleep in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to 

be removed from the Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. Thank you!  
“In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, who brought us into this world 

and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual 
maladies, relieve their pain and grant them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your 
servants (or name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is complete. 
Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show me how to recognize and meet 

their needs, both spoken and unspoken. You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving,  
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   

 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 John Bouzis - Hospital (Brother of 

Chris Craig) 
 Chris Craig - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Home 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Lin-

da Hughes) 
 Mary Dennis - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Teddy Dwight - Home 
 Hope Dwight - Home  
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of 

Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law 

of Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Pres. Eleni Foreso & Family - 

Home 
 Walt Freehling - Home (Father of 

Trina Bibbero) 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home 

(Mother of Trina Bibbero) 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son 

of Andrew and Inge George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Michael Gutesha - Home  
 Isabella Hanke - Home 

(Goddaughter of Judy Jones) 

 Hariton - Home 
 Michel Heneen - Home 
 Mark and Connie Hilgefort - 

Home  
 Doreen Hoskins - Home  
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Dean and Irene Kasis (Cousins of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of 

Barb Latsonas) 
 Abbie Kippie - Home 

(Granddaughter of Terry Flagg) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 James Legas - Home 
 Audrey Lichtenberger - Hospital 

(Cousin of Michele Krochta) 
 Jett David Spyridon Lockhart - 

Home (Chris Craig’s nephew)  
 Chad Lukasiewicz - Home  
 Will Maniatis - Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Uka Mabel Nwaeze - Home 

(Mother of May House) 
 Maria Olsen - Home  
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of 

Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Hospital 

 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care 

Center (Cousin of  Maria Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 Celeste Romell - Home (Niece of 

Vana White) 
 Fr. Stavros Rousos - Care Center 

(Cousin of Pam Van Milligan) 
 Nadia Samaan - Asleep in the 

Lord 
 Gerry Saros - Asleep in the Lord  
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 Blake Stokes - Home 
 Leah Stokes - Home 
 Valerie Stokes - Home 
 Dr. Harry Stathos - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – 

Home (Daughter and son-in-law 
of Irene Farfaras) 

 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Hospital 
 Sally Zawloski - Hospital (Cousin 

of Mark John Condon) 





WELCOME DEACON THOMAS BARTZ AND DIAKONISSA KAREN! 

 

 With the blessing of Metropolitan Isaiah, we will be welcoming Deacon Thomas and Dia-

konissa Karen Bartz to our parish in June. Deacon Thomas will be officially beginning his ministry 

at our Saint Catherine Parish on June 15. Please see below for a more detailed biography of Dea-

con Thomas and Diakonissa Karen.  

  
 Hello Saint Catherine Greek Orthodox Church. I am Dn. Thomas Bartz and I’m very excit-
ed about getting to know you all in a few short weeks. I’ve been married to my lovely wife, Dia-
konissa Karen, for 11 years and we have a little yorkie named Snickers. I grew up in Streamwood, 

IL, which is in the western suburbs of Chicago. I was baptized in the Catholic Church when I was an infant but I was raised in 
a nearby Lutheran Church. In High school I felt a calling to serve Christ and his Church in ministry, so I went to Moody Bible 
Institute in 2005 for pastoral studies. I met my wife Karen at Moody during my second year. Karen grew up in Bolivia be-
cause her parents are protestant missionaries. Before I met Karen I changed my major to Biblical Hebrew and Greek and 
considered doing Bible translation. I graduated Moody in 2008 and we were married that same summer. In 2010, I started 
studying at Dallas Theological Seminary and my wife and I were received into the Orthodox Church in 2012 at Holy Trinity in 
Dallas. Our conversion to Orthodoxy was a long journey. I loved reading the Church Fathers since I was in high school 
(particularly St. Augustine), and I was introduced to the Orthodox Church while I was at Moody.  Nonetheless, the calling I 
felt in high school never went away even after becoming Orthodox, and the assistant priest at Holy Trinity, Fr. Rob, encour-
aged me to continue my education at Holy Cross. However, I took a 3 year break from school and loaded trucks for UPS, 
while I attempted to discern God’s calling. My wife Karen has been teaching Sign Language in various High Schools since 
2010. I came to Holy Cross in 2015, I was ordained to the diaconate January 13th 2019, and I just graduated two weeks ago. 
It’s been a busy year so far but my wife Karen and I, are both very excited about becoming part of St. Catherine’s and we 
look forward to working together in God’s holy vineyard. Please keep us in your prayers as we make this transition. 




