
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY  14, 2018 
 

 Resurrectional Apolytikion – 7th Tone (Green Hymnal pg. 87) 
 O Lord by Your sacred Cross You abolished death, and granted unto the thief blessed paradise. The Myrrh-
bearers ceased lamenting and turned to joy. The apostles did preach the Good News at Your command, that You had 
risen from the dead O Christ Our God, bestowing Your mercy upon the world ever more.  

 
Apolytikion for Afterfeast of the Theophany - 1st Tone 

 When You were baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made manifest; for the voice of 
the Father bore witness You, calling You His beloved Son. And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the certainty of 
the word. O Christ our God, Who has appeared and has enlightened the world, glory to You.  
 Ἐν Ἰορδάνῃ βαπτιζομένου σου Κύριε, ἡ τῆς Τριάδος ἐφανερώθη προσκύνησις, τοῦ γὰρ Γεννήτορος ἡ 
φωνὴ προσεμαρτύρει σοί, ἀγαπητὸν σὲ Υἱὸν ὀνομάζουσα, καὶ τὸ Πνεῦμα ἐν εἴδει περιστεράς, ἐβεβαίου τοῦ λόγου 
τὸ ἀσφαλές. Ὁ ἐπιφανεῖς Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, καὶ τὸν κόσμον φωτίσας δόξα σοί.  

  
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

 We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her 
who is our helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit! And 
she pleads for us all great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 

   
Kontakion of Theophany – 3rd Tone 

 You appeared today to us * on earth, O Master, * and Your light was signed on us * who cry aloud to You and 
say * with understanding, O Christ our God: You came and shone forth, O Light unapproachable.  
 Ἐπεφάνης σήμερον τὴ οἰκουμένη, καὶ τὸ φῶς σου Κύριε, ἐσημειώθη ἐφ' ἡμᾶς, ἓν ἐπιγνώσει ὑμνούντάς 
σε. Ἦλθες ἐφάνης τὸ Φῶς τὸ ἀπρόσιτον.  

 
Instead of “Truly it is worthy to call you blessed…” 

 O my soul, magnify the ever-virgin Maid who from the curse has redeemed us. O all spotless Bride, surpassing 
comprehension * are the wonders of your childbirth, blessed Mother! * Through you obtaining comprehensive salvation, 
* we bring you a gift in striking up this worthy * hymn of gratitude to you our Benefactress. 

 
Communion Hymn 

In eternal memory, the righteous shall be always remembered. Alleluia!  
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 Epistle Reading: Verse - The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13. BRETHREN, grace 
was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he 
led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also de-
scended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that 
he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pas-
tors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ. 
 Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Matthew 4:12-17 - At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to 
preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
  

Putting on a Robe of Light: Homily for the Sunday After Theophany (Epiphany) in the Orthodox Church 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 

 
             With all the focus on fashion and style in our culture, we may overlook the most obvious function of clothing:  to 
protect our bodies.  With the very cold weather we have had lately, most of us have probably been wearing the warmest 
clothing that we possess. Unlike our family’s three well-fed cats who seem to have enough fat and fur to survive an ice 
age, we have to protect ourselves from the elements in order to survive. 
            God gave Adam and Eve garments of skin when they left paradise after turning away from Him.  Through their 
disobedience, they had become aware that they were naked and were cast into the world as we know it.  The spiritual 
meaning of their nakedness was that they had repudiated their calling to be in the image and likeness of God.  Having 
stripped themselves of their original glory, they were reduced to mortal flesh and destined for slavery to their passions 
and the grave.    
            As we prepared for Theophany last Sunday, we heard this hymn: “Make ready, O Zebulon, and prepare, O 
Nephtali, and you, River Jordan, cease your flow and receive with joy the Master coming to be baptized. And you, Ad-
am, rejoice with the first mother, and hide not yourselves as you did of old in paradise; for having seen you naked, He 
appeared to clothe you with the first robe. Yea, Christ has appeared desiring to renew the whole creation.”   If it seems 
strange to think of Christ being baptized in order to clothe Adam and Eve—and the rest of us—remember St. Paul’s 
teaching that “as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  In the Orthodox baptismal service, 
the priest puts a white garment on the newly baptized person immediately after he or she comes out of the water with 
the words “the servant of God is clothed with righteousness…”   Then the chanter sings “Grant to me the robe of light, O 
Most Merciful Christ our God, Who clothes Yourself with light as with a garment.” 
            In baptism to this day, Jesus Christ clothes us with a garment of light, restoring us to our original vocation to be 
in the image and likeness of God.  He saves us from the nakedness of being reduced to mortality and the vulnerability 
of being enslaved to our own passions and those of others.  He is baptized in order to save Adam and Eve, all of their 
descendants, and the entire creation, fulfilling the glorious purposes for which He breathed life into us in the first 
place.   Through His and our baptism, He makes us participants in His divinized humanity. 
 It would be very nice, of course, if that meant that the rest of our lives after baptism would be perfect in every 
way without pain, disease, sin, or death.  Obviously, that is not the case.  Remember that, in the aftermath of Christ’s 
birth, the wicked Herod had all the young boys in the region of Bethlehem murdered out of his desire to kill the Sav-
ior.  Today’s gospel text begins with a reference to the arrest of St. John the Baptist for his bold prophetic denunciation 
of the sins of the royal family.  St. Matthew tells us that the Lord’s going to “Galilee of the Gentiles” to begin His public 
ministry fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that “’the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in 
the region and shadow of death light has dawned.’”  
 Those who suffered under the oppression of Herod and the Roman Empire knew all too well about darkness 
and death.  The countless victims of war, terrorism, and persecution in the Middle East, the Ukraine, and now even 



France, certainly do also.  We do as well, not only when we understandably worry about the problems of our world and 
nation or recall the loss of loved ones, but also when we acknowledge the truth about our own dark thoughts and de-
sires, how our actions and failures to act have harmed others, and the many other ways in which we would often rather 
remain in the darkness than live as those who wear a robe of light.  When we do so, we prefer the ways of the old Adam 
to those of the New Adam.  We choose nakedness and weakness over divine glory and strength.  
 St. John the Forerunner called people to repent in preparation for the coming of the Messiah.  Interestingly, 
Christ’s preaching after His baptism focused on repentance also:  “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  We 
usually get a bit nervous about repentance and may associate it with punishment.  Of course, it is really a very different 
undertaking, fundamentally positive in nature, of reorienting ourselves in light of the truth, of walking out of the darkness 
into the light, of leaving behind the sorrow and anxiety of naked vulnerability for the joy of being fully clothed as the sons 
and daughters of God. 
 Even as being fully clothed on a cold winter’s day warms the whole body, repentance concerns offering every 
dimension of our life to Christ for healing and transformation.  That is one of the reasons that we bless houses with holy 
water in the weeks following Theophany.  By being baptized in the Jordan, Christ made water holy by fulfilling its origi-
nal intended purposes to give life, cleanse, and satisfy our deepest thirst.  Holy water manifests Christ’s blessing of the 
entire creation extending even to the small details of our daily lives.  In light of our Lord’s baptism, we are always on 
holy ground; now nothing is intrinsically profane, evil, or cut off from God.  All reality is called to shine forth with holi-
ness. 
  Our challenge, then, is to play our role in showing forth the holiness of our bodies, our words, our relationships, 
our actions, and every aspect of the creation for which we are responsible.  Christ calls each and every one of us 
uniquely to offer ourselves to Him and to play our distinctive roles in fulfilling His purposes in the world.  In other words, 
we already participate by baptism in the divinized humanity of Jesus Christ.   We wear the garment of light that He has 

given us, but at the end of the day each of us must actually do 
the work of wearing it; each of us must actually turn away from 
sneaking around naked in the garden like Adam and embrace 
the glory of our salvation personally and intentionally.  That is 
what repentance is all about, and no one else can do that for 
us.  
 Epiphany is a great feast of our salvation in Jesus 
Christ.  The eternal Son of God has made a way for us to par-
ticipate in His divine glory by humbling Himself to be baptized 
the waters of the Jordan.  He does so to save Adam and Eve, 
all their descendants, and the entire creation.  He clothes us in 
a garment of light to cover our nakedness, which had reduced 
us to slavery to our mortal flesh in a world of death and de-
cay.  Even as we eagerly turn away from freezing when we put 
on warm clothing, let us joyfully celebrate our Lord’s baptism 
by remembering that He has already clothed and restored us 
to our ancient dignity in His image and likeness.  Let us drink 
and sprinkle holy water as a sign that we must play our unique 
roles in making every dimension of our lives an icon of God’s 
holiness.  In other words, let us behave each day as those who 
have put on Christ.  Let us shine with the great glory that He 
has given us both through His birth and His baptism. There is 
no better way to bear witness that the prophecy really has 
been fulfilled:  “The people who sat in darkness have seen a 
great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of 
death light has dawned.” 



Dear Parishioners of St. Catherine: 
 
 This message is being sent to you to pro-
vide you with the latest information on the St. 
Catherine Beautification and Iconography Pro-
ject - "On Earth as It is in Heaven."   
  
Architecture and Structure 

 Construction has begun in the Narthex. Fram-
ing to raise the height of ceiling and to install the 
new arches has started as well as sheetrock instal-
lation in the Narthex, outer Narthex and Nave. 

 Marble and stone for the Solea, Nave, and 
Altar arrived, with installation set to begin. 

 The restrooms in the church and fellowship 
hall have been demolished. Framing and plumbing on the new ones has begun. 
 We have been informed that the April 1, 2018, completion date has been extended.  A revised date will be published 

soon. 
 The fellowship hall restrooms are out of commission for renovation purposes. We will be using the bathrooms on 

the second floor as well as the gym bathrooms until the new ones are finished. On Sundays ONLY, the bathrooms found 
at the end of the first floor may be used as well but during the week they are strictly reserved for the My School Pre-
school students.Thank you for your understanding!  

  
 Fundraising Efforts 

 Steps for financing the completion of the projects were discussed and approved at the Special General Assembly on 
October 8, 2017. 
 To date, the total raised from all sources and fundraising efforts is over $1.3 million. 
  
 Donations 
 Donations to the project now can be made online at https://stcatherinechurch.churchgiving.com. Thank you again to the 

members for their support in making the vision for "On Earth as It is in Heaven" another step closer to completion! 
  
 To follow the progress, "On Earth as It is In Heaven," visit the St. Catherine Construction website page.  
 

 
 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJxljTkOwyAUBU9jSvRZDKSgIF7uARgbFGwiTHL-OEoZ6UlTzbxFS8Ko5ChpCkQBIZSoXjCBCTb9OE4wzcOg7gYM7zisufjHUVrAvuwoamCSBOqCXQgHxS3n4SbBgXVOOL8KlHVs7Xl2zHR0vnY2b1sMNR3Bx1f1Ef-wpXc6tm8Vo6r35GPIOVyP_0Kp2wdp2DlY
https://stcatherinechurch.org/construction








SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and 
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant 
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or 
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is 

complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show 
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory, 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   
 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep 

in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the  
Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 Zoi Armatas - Asleep in the Lord  
 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Hospital 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Life Care (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Marie Bukuvalas - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Rehabilitation Center 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Carlos De la Rosa - Home 
 Dan Diamond - Home 
 Michael Dugas - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Home 
 Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home 
 Val Jean Freehling - Assisted Living (Mother of Trina  
       Bibbero) 
 Peter Gallanis - Home 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge 

George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Isabella Hanke - Home (Goddaughter of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Kent Holen - Asleep in the Lord (Father of Dr. Jeff Holen) 
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mel Kallas - Asleep in the Lord  
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of Anthea Christenbury) 

 James Legas - Home 
 Tom Long - Home 
 Freida Maniatis – Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Karen Neal - Home 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Alex Poulette—home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Lee Rallis - Home (Brother-in-law of Thalia Rallis) 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 George Sourial - Home 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Jennifer Voxakis – Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauf-

fer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 





All Ladies of  

Saint Catherine Orthodox Church 

 are cordially invited to attend 

 

An Evening of Camaraderie and Charity 

Our 1st Philoptochos General Meeting of 2018  

and 

Annual Stewardship Drive Kick-Off 

 

Celebrate a successful year in 2017 and commit to a productive year of continued 

philanthropic work in 2018 for the Glory of God! 

 

Monday, January 22, 2018   

St. Catherine Fellowship Hall  

6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Light Dinner will be served 

Kindly RSVP by Saturday, January 20th 

Elaine Karubus 303-550-1621 


