
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

 
Resurrectional Apolytikion – 6th Tone (Green Hymnal pg. 86) 

When the angelic powers appeared at your tomb and those who guarded You became as though dead, and standing by Your  
sepulchre was Mary seeking Your pure and sacred body. For You did vanquish Hades and uncorrupted by its touch You came 

unto the virgin woman, bestowing the gift of life O You who rose from the dead. Lord we give glory to You.  
 

Apolytikion for 1st and 2nd Finding of the Head of the Forerunner - 4th Tone (Your Martyrs O Lord..) 
The Forerunner's head has risen once again from the earth; * it sends forth the brilliant rays of incorruption and cures to the faithful 

all. * Above it has assembled the arrays of the Angels; * below it calls the human race to gather together. * 
 In unison we offer up glory to Christ our God.  

 
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our helper and 
our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit! And she pleads for us all great mercy, 

since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 
   

Kontakion of the Prodigal Sone – 3rd Tone (On this day..) 
I revolted senselessly * out of Your fatherly glory; * I have squandered sinfully * all of the riches You gave me.* Hence to You,  

using the Prodigal's words, I cry out,* I have sinned before You, merciful loving Father.* O receive me in repentance, *  
I pray, and treat me * as one of Your hired hands.  

 
 Epistle Reading: The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 4:6-15. Brethren, it is the God who 
said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us. 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For 
while we live we are always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal 
flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith as he had who wrote, "I believed, and so I 
spoke," we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us 
with you into his presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiv-
ing, to the glory of God.  
 Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Luke 15:11-32 The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who had two sons; 
and the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that falls to me.' And he divided his living 
between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he 
squandered his property in loose living. And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to 
be in want. So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he 
would gladly have filled his belly with the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he 
said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to 
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my father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me as one of your hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best 
robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to make merry. Now his el-
der son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the serv-
ants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he 
has received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he an-
swered his father, 'Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, 
that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for 
him the fatted calf!' And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" 

 
CHOOSE REPENTANCE INSTEAD OF SHAME:  

HOMILY FOR THE SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 

 
 We have all had the experience of being ashamed of ourselves. We had done, 
said, or thought something which probably seemed fine to us at the time, but which we lat-
er realized was simply terrible. Sometimes when that happens, we catch a glimpse of truth 
about ourselves that is hard to bear. Sometimes when that happens, we are paralyzed 
by shame, by a prideful refusal to accept in humility that we—like everyone else in this 
life—are very far from perfect and in constant need of our Lord’s mercy and grace. Those 
who remain stuck in the rut of shame will face great obstacles in finding healing for their 
souls. 
 The prodigal son in today’s gospel reading provides a wonderful example of how 
to get over wounded pride and repent of even the most shameful acts. Remember that this 
fellow had given his father the ultimate insult by asking for his inheritance, which was basi-
cally to tell the old man that he was tired of waiting for him to die. The father apparently 
meant nothing to this son other than as a source of cash that he could use to fund a de-
bauched life. The young man was apparently blind to the gravity of what he had done until 
he found himself in truly wretched circumstances, especially for a Jew. In a foreign land, he 
tended pigs and was so hungry that he envied the food of the swine. Then it dawned on 
him what he had done. He came to himself and began the long journey home, knowing that 
the most he could possibly expect from his father was to become one of his hired servants. 
When he finally arrived at home, he said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” The son knew what he had done, made 
no excuses, and was not going to ask anything from the father other than to become one of 

his hired hands. He knew the seemingly irreparable harm that he had done. He had come to see clearly the seriousness of his 
rotten behavior. He was well aware that his father owed him nothing at all. He was totally dependent upon his mercy. 
 Before we continue with the story of the parable, we should pause to admire the courage and humilityof the prodigal son. 
After seeing how horribly he had treated his father, he refused to be paralyzed by shame. He began the journey home, accepted 
the truth about what he had done, and was ready to accept whatever rejection, criticism, or awkwardness resulted from daring to 
show his face to the father whom he had rejected. At this point, he had no illusions about himself, his behavior, or how it had im-
pacted others. He knew that he could hope, at the very most, to return to the household as a servant, not a son. Nonetheless, he 
still took the long journey home. 
 Had the son not done so, he would not have put himself in the place where it was possible for him to receive his father’s 
unbelievable mercy. The father ran out to greet him when he was still a long way off, which shows that the old man had been 
scanning the horizon and hoping for this moment. When the father embraced him, the son said, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But before he could ask to become only a servant in the 
household, the father restored him fully as a son with a robe, a ring, shoes, and a party with music, dancing, and a great feast. For 
from the father’s perspective, he was not simply forgiving someone who had rejected and insulted him. No, he was celebrating a 
resurrection: “for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” 



 Most of us do not have to think very hard to recognize times in our lives when we have done, said, or thought shameful 
things. We usually do not like to be reminded of them because they challenge our pride. Unfortunately, some of us go through life 
with a crippling sense of shame, which is more a reflection of our refusal to accept in humility the truth about ourselves than of 
anything else. If we have the proper attitude, the intensified spiritual disciplines of the coming weeks of Great Lent can help to heal 
us from shame, for they are not only for you, me, or anyone else in particular. They are a common calling of the Church because 
we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. We have all failed to love the Lord with every ounce of our being and our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are not perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect. We have all turned away from fulfilling our vocation 
to become ever more like God in holiness. That is why we all need the coming weeks of intensified prayer, fasting, generosity to 
the poor, and repentance. Through them, we will come to know our true spiritual state more clearly and open ourselves more fully 
to receive the mercy of our Lord. 
 Before the infinite holiness of God, we are all guilty of shameful thoughts, words, and deeds, but none of us should be 
stuck in a rut of pride that keeps us from taking the journey home. Some disregard Lent and avoid Confession because they can-
not believe that God would ever really forgive them for what they have done. Today’s parable is a good remedy for that attitude, 
for the father in the story is an image of our Heavenly Father, Whose love is such that He will restore our dignity as His sons and 
daughters through our repentance. His abundant mercy is eternal, but we must respond as the prodigal son. That means acknowl-
edging our failings, sincerely regretting them, knowing that we deserve nothing by our own merits, and actually beginning the jour-
ney home. 
 As we prepare for the spiritual disciplines of Lent, we must all keep the lessons of this parable squarely in mind, for it pro-
vides such a powerful image of what happens when we come to our senses and recognize our sins, turn away from them, and 
turn toward the Lord. The overwhelming mercy of the father in the story is an image of the abundant grace of God. For He does 
not settle simply with forgiveness, but restores us fully to the dignity of His sons and daughters. He makes us true participants in 
eternal life by grace, not hired hands with some low level of blessing who somehow sneak into the Kingdom through the backdoor. 
He does not scold or shame us, but truly welcomes us home with love beyond what we can understand. 
 Sin is shameful because it is ultimately a rejection of our Lord and His blessed purposes for us. Repentance, however, is 
never shameful because it is an acceptance of our Lord and His blessed purposes for us. How tragic it would have been for the 
prodigal son to have remained as a starving laborer on a pig farm due to wounded pride, for him to have chosen such lonely mis-
ery over the joyful restoration that he found when he went home. The same is true for us, no matter what we have done, thought, 
or said, no matter how far we have strayed from our Heavenly Father. 
 The prodigal son’s return home was a resurrection from death to life, which is why his father called for such a great cele-
bration. Lent prepares us to follow our Savior to His Cross and the glory of the empty tomb at Pascha. We must die to sin so that 
we will be prepared to behold with joy our Lord’s victory over death and to enter into eternal celebration of the Heavenly Banquet. 
There is no shame in preparing ourselves to accept such a great invitation. In fact, the only shame would be if we refused to ac-
cept it out of wounded pride. 

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 
Iconography and Completion Update 

 
 Now that the scaffolding is gone look at the beautiful icons! We are so 
grateful and offer Glory to God! Thank you also to our donors, Iconographer Le-
onidas Diamantopoulos and his amazing team, and our Completion Committee 
and staff. Please also see our beautiful new doors! Installation has been com-
pleted and painting, new railings and outstanding small punch list items will be 
completed within the next weeks. 

 A list of the new icons installed follows: 
 Icons in the Life of Christ-The Annunciation, The Nativity, The Lord’s Presentation to the Temple, The Baptism, The 
Transfiguration, Jesus with the Children, The Raising of Lazarus, and The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday). 
 Accompanying these icons are two individual Saints in each. They are: Sts Anthea, Eleftherios, Elpiniki, Gerasimos, 
Stylianos, Alexander, Aspasia, Photios, Argyri the New Martyr, Theodore the Tyro, Agnes of Rome, Nicholas of Karpenisi, 
Vladimir of Kiev, Hilda the Righteous, Ephraim of Nea Makri and Christina. Additionally, Jesus Communing the Apostles will 
be in the Altar. On the iconostasis, Sts. Meletios and Iakovos the Brother of our Lord will be added. At the back of the church, 
Sts. Paraskevi, Dionysios of Zakinthos, Fotini and Amphilochios are being installed. 
 If you would like to sponsor or co-sponsor any of these icons, future icons or church furniture, please visit our web-
site at www.stcatherinechurch.org, see the booklets in the church pews or contact our church office for giving opportunities. 



SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE (FOR PARISHONERS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY) 
For a confidential prayer list or for anyone you wish to add, please contact our Prayer Partners chair  

Samia Nash at nashsamia@gmail.com. 
To report the name of someone in need, ill, asleep in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to 

be removed from the Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. Thank you!  
  

“In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, who brought us into this world 
and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual 
maladies, relieve their pain and grant them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your 
servants (or name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is complete. 
Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show me how to recognize and meet 

their needs, both spoken and unspoken. You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving,  
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   

 Mimi Armatas - Home  
 Brett Andrew Backiewicz - Asleep in 

the Lord (Fiance of Calli Dickman)  
 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Esprit Bennett and new baby Jeremi-

ah John  - Home  
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Life Care (Mother of 

Chris Craig) 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Home 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda 

Hughes) 
 Calli Anne Dickman - Home  
 Tom Dielmann - Home (Husband of  
        MaryAnthe Dielmann) 
 Michael Dugas - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Char-

lene Eliopulos) 
 Pauline Fafoutis - Asleep in the Lord 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of 

Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Pres. Eleni Foreso & Family - Home 
 Walt Freehling - Home (Father of Tri-

na Bibbero) 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home (Mother of 

Trina Bibbero) 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of 

Andrew and Inge George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Isabella Hanke - Home (Goddaughter 

of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Michel Heneen - Home 

 Connie Hilgefort - Home  
 Doreen Hoskins - Home  
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen 

Pappas) 
 Dean and Irene Kasis (Cousins of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 Elizabeth Keepper - Hospital  
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of 

Barb Latsonas) 
 Abbie Kippie - Home (Granddaughter 

of Terry Flagg) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Peter Kouris - Hospital (Brother of 

George Kouris)  
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 James Legas - Home 
 Nicholas Liontas - Asleep in the Lord 
 Jett David Spyridon Lockhart - Home 

(Chris Craig’s nephew)  
 Tom Long - Asleep in the Lord 
 Chad Lukasiewicz - Home  
 Will Maniatis - Hospital 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of 

Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Uka Nwaeze - Asleep in the Lord 

(Father of May House) 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of 

Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Pete Pavlakis - Asleep in the Lord 
 George Plakorus - Home 

 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center 

(Cousin of  Maria Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 Vern Rogne  - Asleep in the Lord 

(Father of Kamma Slaughter) 
 Celeste Romell - Home (Niece of 

Vana White) 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Geri Saros - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 Blake Stokes - Home 
 Leah Stokes - Home 
 Valerie Stokes - Home 
 Dr. Harry Stathos - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home 

(Daughter and son-in-law of Irene 
Farfaras) 

 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Stu Weinroth - Home 
 Harry White -  Asleep in the Lord 

(Father of Dr. Bill White) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Hospital 



 

 

 

 

SAINT CATHERINE 2019 PROJECT MEXICO TRIP 

Build Dates: July 18-July 24, 2019 (OCMC Week) 

We have 10 spots reserved  (9 + 1 clergy) 

 

If you are interested in participating in Project Mexico 2019, Team St. Catherine, here is some information:  

 Please send your name and email address to May House at etoile26@comcast.net and you will receive an invitation to 

sign up  online.  

 There is a $20 registration fee  per participant - the parish has paid this fee already for our team. 

 The trip cost is $620 (including the registration fee).  Other expenses will include airfare (to San Diego), van rental and 

any camping equipment or clothing you might need to purchase for yourself, as well as any passport renewal or applica-

tion costs. 

 Deadline dates (Project Mexico has said they will work with us if we need flexibility on 

this): deadline for deposits of $100 per participant is December 1, 2018; final due date 

for all paperwork and final payments is March 31, 2019 

 The team as a whole will have a fundraising website as well as fundraising websites for 

each participant. We plan to concentrate on fundraising during Lent 2019. 

PHILOPTOCHOS  
COLLECTION DRIVE FOR 

DENVER RESCUE MISSION 
  

Sunday, February 24 - Sunday, March 17th 
  

We will be collecting: 
 

 Men/WoMen’s  
Socks and Underwear  

All Sizes/Colors 
  

Please bring your contributions to the container provided in the Fellowship Hall 
0r 

Make a monetary donation that will be used to purchase the needed items 
 

FOR QUESTIONS Contact Elaine Karubus  

303-550-1621 or elainek2003@aol.com  

 Thank you in advance for your support! 

mailto:elainek2003@aol.com











