
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – 4th Tone (Green Hymnal pg. 84) 
When the tidings of the resurrection from the glorious angel was proclaimed unto the women disciples and our ancestral sen-
tence also had been abolished to the Apostles with the boasting did they proclaim that death is vanquished ever more and 
Christ Our God has risen from the dead and granted to the world His great mercy.  

 
Apolytikion for the Sunday of the Holy Ancestors of our Lord – 2nd Tone 

By faith You justified the Forefathers, having through them betrothed to yourself the Church that came out of the nations. The 
saints are boasting in glory; for the glorious fruit, the Virgin who without seed gave birth to You, is from their progeny. At their 
entreaties, O Christ our God, save our souls.  

 
Apolytikion for Saint Theophania the Empress - 4th Tone  

As we celebrate today thy radiant feast-day, O divine Theophania, we cry with rev'rence unto thee: Preserve thy servants, 
who sing thy praise, from every manner of peril and suffering. 

 
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our help-
er and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit!  And she pleads for us all 
great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 

 
  Kontakion of the Nativity – 3rd Tone 

On this day the Virgin comes to a cave to give birth to God the Word ineffable, Who was before all the ages.  Dance for joy, 
O earth, on hearing the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on 
as a young Child Who before the ages is God. 
 
 Epistle Reading: The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11. Brethren, when Christ who is 
our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of 
disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, 
and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and 
have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. 
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Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Luke 14:16-24 The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and 
invited many; and at the time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for all is now 
ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray 
you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have 
me excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the servant came and reported this 
to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring 
in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and there is 
still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my 
house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few 
are chosen.'" 
 

You're Invited... 
homily by Fr Anthony M. Coniaris 

 
 The master of the feast made doubly sure that the guests received the invitations. He issued two invitations to each: 
the first was to tell each one that he was invited; the second, on the day of the dinner, to announce that all was ready: 
"Come; for all is now ready. " 
 "Come!" The Gospel is not so much a command as an offer; not so much a demand as a gift - an invitation to share 
in the unbelievable joy of the kingdom. 
 "Come!" God is expecting you! He is ready for the poor, the maimed, the blind, the lame. He is ready for those who 
have spent their lives in the highways and byways of life. He invites all: "Come; for all is now ready. " 
 As a shepherd seeks for the lost sheep, as a woman gets down on her knees to look for a lost coin, as a father waits 
for the lost son to come home again, so God is ever seeking, calling, inviting. 
 "Come; for all is now ready. " Come you who seek meaning for life. Come you who hunger and thirst for righteous-
ness. Come you who falter under the burden of sin and guilt. Come you who are anxious and fearful. Come you who mourn. 
Come you who seek peace and fulfillment. Come, "the table is richly laden. Fare ye royally on it. The calf is a fatted one. Let 
no one go away hungry... Enjoy ye all the riches of his goodness.. Let no one mourn that he hath fallen again and chain; for 
forgiveness hath risen from the grave. Let no one fear death; for the death of our Saviour hath set us free. " 
 There are many people who consider Christianity a type of tyrannical religion. To them it is nothing but a series of 
commandments, You should do this. You should not do that. But Christianity is not first and foremost a "should" religion. It is 
first and foremost a "come" religion. The great drawing power of Christ is not in His "Thou shalt not" but in His "Come to me. 
" Come be filled with the Holy Spirit. Come be filled with the power of God's presence. If we come to Him, then we shall do 
certain things, not because we "should" do them, but because we delight in doing them as an expression of our love for Je-
sus. 
 Commenting on this word "Come" and, in particular, on the words of Jesus "Come to me all you who labour... " St. 
Chrysostom wrote these precious words, "His invitation is one of kindness. His goodness is beyond description. 'Come to me 
all, ' not only rulers but also their subjects, not only the rich, but also the poor, not only the free but also the slaves, not only 
men but women, not only the young but also the old, not only those of sound body but also the maimed and those with muti-
lated limbs, all of you, He says, come! For such are the Master's gifts; He knows no distinction of slave and free, nor of rich 
and poor, but all such inequality is cast aside. 'Come, ' He says, 'all who labour and are burdened!' 
 "And see whom He calls! Those who have spent their strength in breaking the law, those who are burdened with 
their sins, those who can no longer lift up their heads, those who are filled with shame, those who can no longer speak out. 
And why does He call them? Not to demand an accounting, nor to hold court. But why? To relieve them of their pain, to take 
away their heavy burdens. " 
 When Jesus says, "Come, " He does not stand on the top rung of a long, high ladder in heaven to signal us to start 
climbing. For He Himself has climbed down the ladder to stand at our very elbows. He has come to us. 
 "For us people and for our salvation (He) came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man" (Nicene Creed). "She brought forth her first-born Son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in a manger. " He came, born in a stable. He came and died on the cross. He came to prepare the banquet of 
salvation for us. And now - today - He sends His servants to extend us His invitation: "Come, for all is now ready. " 
 Far from being accepted, this gracious invitation was rejected. "I have bought a field .. I have bought five yoke of 
oxen... I have married a wife... I cannot come. Have me excused .. " This was the response. Is it not the same response to-
day? Our great tragedy is that we end up accepting the wrong invitations in life. We miss the banquet, the abundant life of 



 

 

 
 
 
 

SAINT CATHERINE 2019 PROJECT MEXICO TRIP 
Build Dates: July 18-July 24, 2019 (OCMC Week) 

We have 10 spots reserved  (9 + 1 clergy) 
 
If you are interested in participating in Project Mexico 2019, Team St. Catherine, here is some information:  
 Please send your name and email address to May House at etoile26@comcast.net and you will receive an invitation to 

sign up  online.  
 There is a $20 registration fee  per participant - the parish has paid this fee already for our team. 
 The trip cost is $620 (including the registration fee).  Other expenses will include airfare (to San Diego), van rental and 

any camping equipment or clothing you might need to purchase for yourself, as well as any passport renewal or applica-
tion costs. 

 Deadline dates (Project Mexico has said they will work with us if we 
need flexibility on this): deadline for deposits of $100 per participant is 
December 1, 2018; final due date for all paperwork and final pay-
ments is March 31, 2019 

 The team as a whole will have a fundraising website as well as fund-
raising websites for each participant. We plan to concentrate on fund-
raising during Lent 2019. 

Christ, and settle for the lesser, and the fleeting. And Jesus still la-
ments, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem...How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not " (Matt 23 37). 
 "Come, for all is now ready. " "But," you object, "I am not 
worthy to come. My clothes are not suitable. I wouldn't know how to 
act in the Master's palace." None of this makes any difference. The 
invitation goes out to all. The good news is that you don't have to be 
perfect to come. Come as you are - with all of your sins and sor-
rows, weaknesses and failures, problems and anxieties. Come to 
the only One who can forgive you and heal you. Come to the only 
One who can make you worthy. 

 "Come, for all is now ready. " Coming to Jesus is a way of life. It begins with baptism. It involves daily commitment, 
repentance, obedience, worship, prayer, Bible reading, and regular communion. It involves a daily walk with Jesus. It in-
volves not only "Come!" but also "Go!" "Go out into the world and be my disciples. Be servants. Be lights. Be salt." 
 None of us will ever know the wonder of the brightly lighted banquet hall, the goodness of the food, and the joy of 
being a part of this amazing fellowship unless we lay aside the excuses and dare to accept the invitation. 
 Come to Him now and be assured that on the last day He will direct to you the greatest "Come" of all; "Come, O 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." 
 Prayer: Lord, I'm coming. No excuses. No alibis. I know I'm not worthy. Without You, I have lived as if I were blind 
and lame. I come hungry and thirsty. I come to be fed. Amen.  









SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE (FOR PARISHONERS AND THEIR FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY) 
For a confidential prayer list or for anyone you wish to add, please contact our Prayer Partners chair  

Samia Nash at nashsamia@gmail.com. 
To report the name of someone in need, ill, asleep in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed 

from the Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. Thank you!  
  

“In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, who brought us into this world and knows 
all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their 

pain and grant them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or name) helping them to 
endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and consider-

ate of my brothers and sisters and show me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken.  
To You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   

 Mimi Armatas - Home  
 Susan Arnold - Home (sister of  
      Jamie Angelich) 
 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Bardossas Family - Home  
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Life Care (Mother of 

Chris Craig) 
 Michelle Burnt - Home (Niece of 

Frank and Brenda Nickels)  
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Jim Damaskos - Home 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda 

Hughes) 
 Michael Dugas - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of 

Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Pat Faires - Home (Brother-in-law of 

Terry Flagg) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Asleep in the Lord 
 Pres. Eleni Foreso & Family - Home 
 Walt Freehling - Home (Father of 

Trina Bibbero) 
 Val Jean Freehling - Home (Mother 

of Trina Bibbero) 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of 

Andrew and Inge George) 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Isabella Hanke - Home 

(Goddaughter of Judy Jones) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Michel Heneen - Hospital  
 Connie Hilgefort - Home  
 Mary Ann Howell - Asleep in the 

Lord 
 Doreen Hoskins - Home  

 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 David Johansen - Asleep in the Lord  
 Mable Kaalberg - Asleep in the Lord 

(Grandmother of Jason Kaalberg) 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen 

Pappas) 
 Dean and Irene Kasis (Cousins of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 Eldon Keller - Home (Father of Chris 

Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of 

Barb Latsonas) 
 Abbie Kippie - Home 

(Granddaughter of Terry Flagg) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Dean Kouris - Asleep in the Lord 

(nephew of George Kouris) 
 Kristina - Home (Niece of Anthea 

Christenbury) 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 Chloe Leach - Home (Niece of 

Anthea Christenbury) 
 James Legas - Home 
 Jett David Spyridon Lockhart - Home 

(Chris Craig’s nephew)  
 Tom Long - Home 
 Chad Lukasiewicz - Home  
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Nick Michas - Home 
 Adam Millar - Home (friend of the Dr. 

Kosta Zinis family) 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew 

of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Amory Neal - Home 
 Panangelos 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Peter Papedo - Asleep in the Lord  
 Vangie Pappas - Home 
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of 

Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 

 Alexis Payne - Home 
 Baby Grace Payne - Hospital 
 Glenda Pyle - Home (Mother of Va-

lerie Stokes) 
 John Peros - Asleep in the Lord 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center 

(Cousin of  Maria Mantas) 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Geri Saros - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Presbytera Olympia Simeonidis - 

Home (sister-in-law of Anthea Chris-
tenburry)  

 Dan Skaff - Home 
 George Sourial - Home 
 Blake Stokes - Home 
 Leah Stokes - Home 
 Valerie Stokes - Home 
 Dr. Harry Stathos - Home 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home 

(Daughter and son-in-law of Irene 
Farfaras) 

 Rouli Tucker - Home 
 Chuck Ullmann - Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of 

Connie & Tom Stauffer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Hospital 




