
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, MAY 28, 2017 

SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENCIAL COUNCIL 

 

Resurrection Hymn - 6th Tone (Page 86 in the Green Hymnal) 

When the angelic powers appeared at your tomb and those who guarded You became as though dead, and standing by 

Your sepulcher was Mary seeking Your pure and sacred body.  For You did vanquish Hades and uncorrupted by its touch 

You came unto the virgin woman, bestowing the gift of life O You who rose from the dead.  Lord we give glory to You. 

 

Apolytikion for the Ascension - 4th Tone 

O Christ our God, You ascended in Glory and gladdened Your disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit. Your blessing as-

sured them that You are the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world. 

 

Apolytikion for Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council - 8th Tone 

You are greatly glorified, O Christ our God, who established our Fathers as luminaries upon the earth, and through them led 

us all to the true Faith. O Most compassionate, glory to You. 

 

Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ! Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai. Of her who is our help-

er and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit! And she pleads for us all: 

Great Mercy! Since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 

 

Kontakion - 6th Tone 

O Christ our God, upon fulfilling Your dispensation for our sake, You ascended in Glory, uniting the earthly with the  

heavenly. You were never separate but remained inseparable, and cried out to those who love You, 

 "I am with you and no one is against you.” 
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        Epistle Reading: Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 - In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not 

have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost. And from Miletos 

he sent to Ephesos and called to him the elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: "Take heed to 

yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God which he ob-

tained with the blood of his own Son. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And now 

I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all 

those who are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to 

my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, 

remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 'it is more blessed to give than to receive.' " And when he had spo-

ken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 

          Gospel Reading: John 17:1-13 - At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has 

come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power over all flesh, to give eternal life to all 

whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and now, Father, you glorify me in 

your own presence with the glory which I had with you before the world was made. "I have manifested your name to the men 

whom you gave me out of the world; yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they 

know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given them the words which you gave me, and they have 

received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you did send me. I am praying for them; I 

am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are mine; all mine are yours, and yours are 

mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 

Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I was with 

them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of per-

dition, that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world, that they may 

have my joy fulfilled in themselves." 

 

 Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

Metropolitan Philaret of Eastern American and New York (+1985)  

 

 The Orthodox Church today prayerfully remembers the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea, which 

once met in the city of Nicaea in order to investigate and judge the heresy of Arius. We know that in the first centuries of 

Christianity, the Church endured severe persecution, first from the Jews and then from the pagan Roman imperial power. But 

despite the fact that the persecution was bloody, despite the fact that thousands of Christians died under torture for their con-

fession of faith, nonetheless, it was not dangerous for the Church. 

 The Christian of the first centuries remembered well that the Lord Jesus Christ said: “And fear not them which kill the 

body, but are not able to kill the soul but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Mt 10:28). And 

in the Apocalypse He said: “be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Rev 2:10). In these bloody perse-

cutions Christians were faithful to death, went to martyric death, and received from the Lord Savior the crown of eternal life 

earned by them. 

 When the era of persecution ended, another began. This was much more dangerous for the Church. Then inside the 

Church appeared heresy, delusion, and distortion of the truth. They appeared immediately, but the first were not much no-

ticed, and did not attract many followers. The heresy of Arius, which appeared when the persecution had ended, agitated the 

entire Church. Arius was a scholar and an eloquent presbyter, that is, a priest – a pastor in the city of Alexandria. The bishop 

of Alexandria died. At that time the flock choose its own pastors. The eloquent, educated Arius, who held a prominent posi-



tion, was certain that he would be chosen, and that he would be the 

bishop. But the majority of the clergy and people chose another 

bishop, the presbyter Alexander, who was also well read, educated, 

and knowledgeable. He was not as outstanding and talented as Ari-

us, but he was marked by his piety, and was truly of righteous and 

holy life. For this reason the clergy and flock honored him and elect-

ed him. 

 This piqued Arius’ wounded self-love. Unfortunately, this is 

always the story in the history of heresies. In the beginning there 

lies an evil motive, an evil impulse of a personal character, which is 

wrapped in a robe as a kind of fidelity to truth. 

 Thus Arius, in his self-love, decided to speak out against his 

own bishop – he could not accept the fact that he was not a bishop. 

Once Bishop Alexander spoke with his clergy about the Mystery of 

the Holy Trinity, about the equality of its Persons, that the Holy Trini-

ty is a Trinity of Unity, inasmuch as in three Persons there is One 

Divine Essence, One Divine Nature. Arius boldly stood up and be-

gan to contradict him and began to assert that the Son of God is not 

equal to God the Father, as Bishop Alexander had said, or not born 

of Him, but created by Him, as a creature, as creation. True, higher, 

more perfect, but still creation, a creature. Alexander tried to reason with gentle admonitions to reason with Arius, but he per-

severed. And since he was eloquent, this heresy arose, and because of him it spread and eventually roused the entire 

Church. 

 Alexander, as a bishop, excommunicated him from the Church. He left, but began to spread his doctrine further and 

further. In the end, the Equal-to-the-Apostles Emperor Constantine himself commissioned the Elder Hosius of Cordova, well 

known for his piety and deep wisdom to make out what this was, what this was for a heresy. The elderly Bishop Hosius, pi-

ous and wise, arrived in Alexandria. Without any prejudice, absolutely impartial, he investigated this question, and returned 

and told the Emperor that Arius was preaching a horrible heresy, which subverts all of Christianity. For if the Son of God is 

not equal to God the Father and is not born of Him, then He is not God, but creation, which means that he was not incarnate 

as the true God-Man. That means that the deed of our salvation was not accomplished as our Christian faith teaches us. 

 In the end, an Ecumenical Council assembled. Arius had only a few bishops on his side. The overwhelming majority 

of bishops (and more than 300 assembled for the Council) stood firmly for the Orthodox faith, condemned the heresy of Ari-

us, and excommunicated him from the Church, as a persistent and uncorrected heretic. 

 This heretic died a horrible death, but his heresy agitated the Church for a long time. Only gradually did it begin to 

subside. It had to be fought by Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom, who lived after Arius. But, in 

the end, truth triumphed, but there was a moment when in the East, of all Orthodox bishops, only St Athanasius the Great 

remained, and in the West only St Hilary of Poitiers; all the other episcopal cathedras, hundreds of cathedras, were taken by 

bishops who were themselves Arian heretics. 

 The Church, however, was not lost. It was difficult for St Athanasius to fight with the heretics in the East. Many times 

he was exiled, but he remained unmoved. When he learned in his solitude that at last he had an ally, a successor, in St Basil 

the Great, did this great defender of Orthodoxy breathed a sigh of relief. Thus did the Church experience this heresy, that is 

how it was disturbed by it. 

 After Arius there were other heretics. They were also condemned by Ecumenical Councils. But today we remember 

the First Ecumenical Council, which condemned Arius and his heresy. Amen 

 



SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and 
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant 
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or 
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is 

complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show 
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory, 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   
 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep 

in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the  
Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Basiliki - Home 
 Dr. John Bealer - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Home (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Marie Bukuvalas - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Ronald Christenbury - Home (Brother of Chris Christenbury) 
 Tony Christopulos - Asleep in the Lord (Uncle of Fr. Lou) 
 Stephen Cusulos - Home (Nephew of Diakonissa Claire Zinis) 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Dan Diamond - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Rehab Center 
 Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home 
 Peter Gallanis - Home 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge George) 
 Aleksandra Gopsill - Home 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Ikbal Heneen - Home 
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Elias Katsoulas - Home (Father of Dino Katsoulas) 
 Kathryn Katsoulas - Asleep in the Lord (Mother of Dino 

Katsoulas)  
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 James Legas - Home 
 Peter Lerke - Home (Father of Natasha Bealer) 
 Tom Long - Home 
 Freida Maniatis – Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Janet Dobbs Morris - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 

 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Karen Olson - Cousin of George Paich 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Louis Papedo - Home 
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Panangelos 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 Mary De la Rosa - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Angelo Simeonides – Home (Brother of Anthea Christen-

bury) 
 Presbytera Olympia Simeonides – Home (Sister-in-law of 

Anthea Christenbury)  
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Shirley Thomas - Home (Mother of Amory Neal) 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Chuck Ullman -  Home  
 Nancy Wagner - Asleep in the Lord 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Kathleen Witzak - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauffer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 














