
HYMNS AND READINGS FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 18, 2017 - 2ND SUNDAY OF MATTHEW  
 

Resurrectional Apolytikion – 1st Tone (Green Hymnal pg 81) 

 The stone that had been sealed before Your tomb by the Jews and the soldiers guarding did watch over Your pure and 

sacred body. O Savior the third day You arose, and unto all the world did You give life. Where by all the heavenly powers did pro-

claim that You are the giver of life. Glory unto our resurrected Christ. Glory unto Your Kingdom. Glory to Your dispensation O You 

alone who loves all. 

 Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

            We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our 
helper and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit!  And she pleads for us all 
great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 

 
                 Kontakion to the Theotokos - 2nd Tone 

             A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not the prayerful cries of those 
who are in sin. Instead, come to us for you are good; Your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you; hasten to inter-
cede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you. 
   

 Epistle Reading: Romans 2:10-16 - Brethren, glory and honor and peace for every one who does good, the Jew first 

and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. All who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who 

have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the do-

ers of the law who will be justified. When Gentiles who have not the law do by nature what the law requires, they are a law to 

themselves, even though they do not have the law. They show that what the law requires is written on their hearts, while their con-

science also bears witness and their conflicting thoughts accuse or perhaps excuse them on that day when, according to my gos-

pel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.  

 Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:18-23 - At that time, as Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 

who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men." Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other 

brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called 

them. Immediately they left their boat and their father, and followed him. And he went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna-

gogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every infirmity among the people. 
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Homily for the Second Sunday After Pentecost 
Fr. Philip LeMasters 
 
            Sometimes we long for things to be crystal clear, cut and dried, 
totally black and white.  We think that it’s easier to decide what to do when 
the options are laid out before us with no ambiguity or confusion at 
all.  Unfortunately or not, life usually isn’t like that.  There are shades of 
grey in our daily lives and we’re not always sure what we should do. 
            So we may think that Peter, Andrew, James, and John had it 
easy.  Jesus Christ walked right up to them and said, “Follow me.”  He told 
them to stop what they were doing, leave the life they had known behind, 
and become His traveling disciples. No longer would they catch fish for a 
living; instead, they would become fishers of men who would draw others 
into the new life that the Savior has brought to the world. They had to 
leave their nets behind in order to join the Lord in His ministry of preach-
ing, healing, and casting out demons.   They had a part to play in the com-
ing of God’s Kingdom, which required a radical change of life.  They would 
now use their time and energy in very different ways. 
            To this day, some hear that same clear and radical call.  They 
leave home and what they have done so far in life in order to become 
priests, monks, nuns, missionaries, or take up other forms of full-time 
Christian service.  We may envy them because of the apparently simplicity 
of their decision to leave the old behind and to undertake a new journey.   
            But things are rarely that easy.  Hardly anyone takes such a step of 
faith without a lengthy process of discernment, a measure of fear and 

trembling, their own doubts, and the criticism of others who can’t understand why they left behind a conventional life for rewards 
that you can’t put in the bank.  The truth is that few become rich and famous through radical discipleship.   And who isn’t con-
cerned about putting food on the table and the happiness and well being of their family?  
            Actually, there’s not that much difference between how Christ called His disciples and how He calls anyone today.  The 
outward details may be different, but no matter what our age or our life circumstance, He invites us all to leave behind whatever 
nets we’ve become tangled in and to play our part in the ministry of His Kingdom.  He wants to make us fishers of men who have 
aspirations higher than simply meeting our material needs through our daily work. 
            Of course, that’s hard enough to do today when so many people can’t find good jobs or sometimes any job at all.  Christ 
did not denigrate any honest labor and neither should we, but neither should we accept the lie that the sum total of our lives is how 
much money we have or how much worldly prestige our profession or education may bring us.  Remember that Christ did not start 
His ministry by calling the movers and shakers of first-century Palestine to be His disciples.  He went after fishermen:  hardwork-
ing, common people who had no illusions that they were important or sophisticated in the eyes of the world.   
            I’m sure that’s not what you learn in business school about how to assemble a leadership team for a new venture.  The 
wealthy and powerful of that day have been forgotten, but the work of these apostles continues and we honor them for coura-
geously laying the groundwork of the Church. No, it wasn’t easy for Peter, Andrew, James, and John to leave behind the life that 
they had known to follow a traveling rabbi.  They surely had their own doubts and fears and faced opposition beyond what any of 
us can imagine.  But they still responded to the call, despite the cost.  
            It’s entirely possible that some God will direct some of us to new forms of service that will require a radical reorientation of 
our lives.  We may have here today future missionaries, priests, deacons, youth workers, or others who will hear a life-changing 
call.  
            For most of us, however, things will be different.  Christ will call us to stay right where we are—in the heat and drought of 
West Texas—to be living witnesses of His salvation through our service in this mission, in our community, in our friendships and 
families, and in our current occupations.  Most of us are called to use our gifts and talents in the service of Christ in our local set-
ting, right where we are.   
            On the one hand, that’s comforting because we probably don’t want to quit our jobs and move away.  But on the other 
hand, it’s never quite as exciting to stay at home, to remain where we have been for years, to face the challenge of being faithful in 
our present circumstances.  It’s tempting to think that life would be better elsewhere, that it would be easier and more exciting to 
serve the Lord and our neighbors if we could start over in a new setting.     
            Yes, there is a time to move or to take on a new ministry in a new location.  But the challenge to most of us is to open our 
eyes to the opportunities for service in the here and now.  Yes, familiarity may breed contempt.  We may be so used to thinking of 



life here in certain ways that we can’t imagine really doing anything differently.  But that’s our mistake.  Jesus Christ says to each 
of us, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”   He calls each of us a radical spiritual change, to the new life of the King-
dom.   As members of Christ’s Body by the power of the Holy Spirit, we all have the gifts and talents to participate in the Lord’s 
ministry, to play our role in strengthening the Church and drawing others to the new life in Christ. 
            But in order to discern what we are called to do in the here and now, we have to listen.  We need the spiritual clarity to 
hear, recognize, and obey the word of the Lord to us.  Jesus Christ is not likely to appear visibly and tell us precisely what to 
do.  We have to listen for Him in silence and stillness.  This requires prayer, fasting, worship, and a faithful life.  It’s a matter of 
taking our spiritual lives seriously, of genuinely working at opening our hearts, souls, and minds to God.   
            If something is important to us, we devote time and energy to it on a regular basis.  If the life in Christ is important to us, we 
will do the same by daily prayer, faithful attendance at services, regular fasting, confession of our sins, generosity to the poor, for-
giveness of those who have wronged us, and using our gifts and talents to strengthen St. Luke Mission.     You can’t be a good 
athlete or musician or member of a profession if you don’t practice your skills, stay up to date on your training, and seek to im-
prove.   You have to work out, practice, and study; there’s simply no other way.  And if we want to be in good spiritual shape to 
hear and discern God’s calling in our lives, we have to do the same.  
            We are members of one another in Christ.  He is the Head of the Body of which we are members.  A physical body won’t 
be healthy if any of its members is weak or sick.  Likewise, our parish will be weak if each member does not maintain his or her 
spiritual strength.  The Lord calls not only particular people, but entire churches to fulfill certain roles in the ministry of His King-
dom.   We as a parish will able to discern and fulfill that role only if we all take the necessary steps to find healing and strength in 
Christ.  The point here is not legalism, but the simple reality that we are members of one another.  We serve the Lord togeth-
er.  And if we are to serve Him faithfully as a body, we must be faithful as particular people, offering our lives to Him through the 
spiritual practices of the Church.  
            As a parish community, we need to become fishers of men.  We need to leave whatever nets hold us back from hearing 
and responding to what Christ is calling us to do right here in Abilene.  
The same Holy Spirit who made those fishermen supremely wise and wonder-working ministers of Christ has come upon us.  By 
His power, we may escape whatever holds us back and step forward into the brilliant light of the Kingdom in Jesus Christ, Who still 
brings life to the world.  So let us leave our nets and follow Him through our personal spiritual disciplines and our life together as a 
parish family.  Like those first apostles, let us truly become fishers of men.   



SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and 
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant 
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or 
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is 

complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show 
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory, 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   
 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep 

in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the  
Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Basiliki - Home 
 Natasha  Bealer - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Home (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Marie Bukuvalas - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Jim Chachas - Home 
 Fr. Lou Christopulos - Home 
 Tony Christopulos - Asleep in the Lord (Uncle of Fr. Lou) 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Dan Diamond - Home 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Home 
 Presbytera Eleni Foreso and Family - Home 
 Peter Gallanis - Home 
 Joy Gallios -  Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge 

George) 
 Aleksandra Gopsill - Home 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Dr. Leon Greos - Home 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Ikbal Heneen - Home 
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Elias Katsoulas - Home (Father of Dino Katsoulas) 
 Kathryn Katsoulas - Asleep in the Lord (Mother of Dino 

Katsoulas)  
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 James Legas - Home 
 Peter Lerke - Home (Father of Natasha Bealer) 
 Tom Long - Home 

 Freida Maniatis – Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Janet Dobbs Morris - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 
 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Louis Papedo - Home 
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 Jack Pyle - Father of Valerie Stokes 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Panangelos 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 George Sourial - Hospital  
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Gorge Thanasas - Asleep in the Lord (friend of Desa 

Paich) 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Shirley Thomas - Home (Mother of Amory Neal) 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Nancy Wagner - Asleep in the Lord 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Kathleen Witzak - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauf-

fer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 










