
HYMNS FOR SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2017 
SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT  

 
Resurrectional Apolytikion - 2nd Tone (Page 82 in the Green Hymnal) 

When you descended to the realm of death You as life immortal rendered to Hades a mortal blow by Your all radiant divinity. 
And when You from infernal depths and the darkness below did raise the dead.  All the hosts of heaven's powers did pro-
claim and cry out, O life giving Christ and our God we give glory. 

 
Hymn of St. Catherine - 5th Tone 

We sing praises in memory of the bride of Christ, Catherine the Holy Protectress of Holy Mount Sinai, of her who is our help-
er and our comforter, silencing the impious ones with her brilliance. All by the power of the Spirit! And she pleads for us all 
great mercy, since she has been crowned a martyr of the Lord. 
 

Kontakion of Last Judgment –1st Tone  
O God, when You come upon the earth in glory, the whole world will tremble.  A river of fire will bring all before Your Judg-
ment Seat and the books will be opened, and everything in secret will become public.  At that time, deliver me from the fire 
which never dies, and enable me to stand by Your right hand, O Judge most just. 
 
 Epistle Reading: The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 8:8-13; 9:1-2. Brethren, food will 
not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. Only take care lest this liberty of 
yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if any one sees you, a man of knowledge, at table in an idol's 
temple, might he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your knowledge this 
weak man is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren and wounding their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of my brother's falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause 
my brother to fall. Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the 
Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 
 Gospel Reading: The Reading is from Matthew 25:31-46. The Lord said, "When the Son of man comes in his glory 
and all the holy angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right 
hand, but the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the 
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kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I 
was in prison and you came to me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it to me.' Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.' Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not minister to you?' Then he will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you 
did it not to me.' And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life." 
 

 
How We Treat the Living Icons of Christ: Homily for the Sunday of the Last Judgment in the Orthodox Church 

By Father Philp LeMasters 
 

  How would you respond to someone who de-
stroyed or defaced a picture of one of your loved 
ones?  You would probably be very upset with that 
person, for how we treat images of people indicates 
what we think of them. If we dishonor someone’s pic-
ture, we dishonor that person. But if we treat images 
with care and respect, we honor the person whose 
image it is.   
          On this Sunday of the Last Judgment, we re-
member that every human being is created in the im-
age and likeness of God.  There is no avoiding what 
that means:  How we treat others is how we treat the 
Lord. Every person is a living icon, and how we treat 
them reveals the true nature of our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
            That is why He taught in today’s gospel read-
ing that the ultimate standard of judgment is how we 
treat those whom it is so easy to disregard:  the hun-
gry, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the prison-
er.  To the extent that we serve these people, we 
serve our Lord.  To the extent that we ignore them, we 
neglect and denigrate Him.  Christ says to the right-
eous, “In that you did it to the least of these my breth-
ren, you did it to me.”  And He says to those headed 
for punishment, “In that you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.” 
            We learn from this passage that the health or 
sickness of souls is manifested—is shown—in what 
we do every day as we encounter those whose life 
circumstances require sacrifice on our part for their 
well-being.  Contrary to popular opinion, the Christian 

life is not some kind of pious escape from the unpleasant challenges of life, but a vocation to take up our crosses as we be-
come living icons of our Lord’s love and mercy, especially for those whose challenges are in no way attractive or congenial to 
us. 
           It is hard to hear, but nonetheless true:  How we treat the living icons of Christ manifests the true nature of our rela-
tionship with Him, regardless of what we say we believe.  St.  John wrote in his Epistle, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’ and 
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has 



not seen?”  (1 John 4:20)  He also writes, “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up 
his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?  My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth.” (1 John 3: 17-18) 
             It is easy in a place such as Abilene, TX, to be a Christian in word only, for it usually costs us very little here to say 
that we believe in Jesus Christ.  But that is only a matter of words which are rarely challenged in West Texas.  It is much 
more demanding to be so united with Christ that we convey His love and mercy to everyone in our lives, especially those 
whose problems we would rather ignore. All the more is that the case when we notice that the righteous people in our gospel 
text were not even aware that they were caring for the Lord when they served those in need.  They spontaneously showed 
love and mercy to their needy neighbors simply because that is the kind of people they were.  That is how they served Christ 
without even knowing what they were doing. 
          If you are like me, you are a long way from meeting that standard of holiness.  It is so easy to excuse ourselves from 
helping others because we have more important things to do.  We say we are too busy and do not have enough re-
sources.  We think that other people’s problems are their fault and their concern, not ours.  We like to avoid the truth that we 
really do encounter Christ in our neighbors, especially when they are annoying, demanding, and unappreciative. 
          Of course, we do not have to be wealthy or even healthy in order to give someone a call or otherwise express friend-
ship.  It does not require a lot of money to read to a child or to visit someone in a nursing home.  A homebound person can 
send a note or email message or make a phone call.  Even with Lenten fasting, many can donate blood and save someone’s 
life.   Everyone can put at least something into the “Food for Hungry People” containers that we will distribute during 
Lent.  No matter how young or old we are, we interact with people who need our companionship, our encouragement, and 
our prayers.  Instead of ignoring them, we must treat them as Christ treats us, showing mercy and love even when we are 
more annoying, demanding, and unappreciative than we know. 
            It sounds so easy, but we all know how hard it is in practice.  And that is precisely why we need the spiritual disci-
plines of Great Lent, such as fasting, prayer, almsgiving, forgiveness, and reconciliation.  For when we humble ourselves 
before God and our neighbors in these ways, we open ourselves to the holy strength that conquers even death itself.  When 
we turn our attention from obsessive self-centeredness to the love of God and neighbor, we take a crucial step toward the 
healing of our souls. 
            As much as we do not like to hear it, the person whose life circumstances we find to be revolting bears the image of 
God.  Christ died and rose again for those whom we are inclined to condemn, disregard, and ignore. And, no, our lives will 
not be destroyed if our plans, schedules, routines, and agendas are put on hold or replaced by those a Kingdom not of this 
world.  Since our goal is to enter that Kingdom, we should not be surprised when we experience discomfort and struggle in 
serving a Savior Whom the world rejected. 
            Even as St. Paul, in addressing whether Christians should eat meat that had been sacrifice to pagan idols, said that 
“if food makes by brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble,” we must undertake our Len-
ten disciplines so that we will find the spiritual strength not to cause others to stumble, especially by failing to show them the 
love and concern due to every living icon of the Lord. His ultimate judgment will be to confirm the state of our souls, to con-
firm who we have become through our thoughts, words, and deeds. Regardless of whether we have the eyes to see it, our 
daily actions shape us profoundly and have eternal consequences. 
              As we prepare for our Lenten journey, we should remember that fasting is not simply a change in diet, but a tool that 
can help us fight passions that keep us from serving Christ in our neighbors.  When done in secret and with humility, fasting 
weakens the self-centeredness that keeps us from sharing God’s love with others.  It is therapy for the healing of our souls 
that frees us to serve Christ in our neighbors more fully.  Since they all bear the image and likeness of God, how we treat 
them is how we treat Him. 
          If you are like me, you really need the spiritual disciplines of Lent to help you serve Jesus Christ more faithfully.  And if 
you wonder how to serve Him, just think about the sick, lonely, poor, and otherwise needy people you know.  As St. James 
wrote in his epistle, “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trou-
ble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27)  Surely, that is the Lord’s will for us all this Lent and every 
day of our lives. If we live that way, then His judgment will confirm that we have shown others the same gracious mercy that 
we have received from Him.  For since He has loved and served us so profoundly through His cross and glorious resurrec-
tion, then we must love and serve Him in all who bear His image and likeness.  For even the most miserable and lowly hu-
man being is truly a living icon of Jesus Christ. Lent will help us gain the spiritual vision to see that glorious truth. 





PLEASE JOIN US!!  

 

“On Earth as it is in Heaven” 
 

On behalf of our Clergy, Parish Council and the  

Iconography and Completion Steering Committee  

 

All parishioners are invited to attend 

 

THE SAINT CATHERINE  

BEAUTIFICATION AND ICONOGRAPHY  

FUNDRAISING KICKOFF 

 CELEBRATION BREAKFAST 

 

Sunday, February 26, 2017  

following Divine Liturgy 

 

 Breakfast donated by Aspasia Catering, Parish Council,  

Philoptochos, and Young Adult Ministry  

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 Thank you! 



“On Earth as it is in Heaven” 
 

 

Our “t”’s have been crossed and our “i”’s have been dotted 

Ink has been spilled and spilled and finally blotted 

Angles have been measured to the exact calibration 

The time has arrived to begin our fundraising celebration! 

 
The PC and FL have now come to the conclusion 

The committee is ready to fulfill its new year’s resolution 

To stand up and shout with heralding voice and vision 

To complete the quest of the founders’ decision 

 
Now it is upon the steadfast stewards of our Church 

In gratitude for this opportunity your hearts you must search 

All generations coming together in soulful prayer 

Please pull out your checkbooks and show Him you care 

 
Saint Catherine needs your help to begin and complete 

And then we dear friends will have at our feet 

A glorious space for all to marvel and stare 

At blessed saints on the walls and angels in the air 

 
So let us all join in this fabulous celebration! 

With excitement in our hearts and devout determination 

The time is here to stand up and cheer 

Where Connecting the Heaven’s to the Earth is now drawing near! 

 



SAINT CATHERINE CARE LINE 
 “In the Name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Dear Lord, Jesus 

Christ, who brought us into this world and knows all of our weaknesses and needs, please visit and 
heal your servants (or name) from all physical and spiritual maladies, relieve their pain and grant 
them a quick recovery. If a quick or full recovery is not possible, please be with your servants (or 
name) helping them to endure whatever pain and suffering they are experiencing until recovery is 

complete. Dear Lord, help me to be thoughtful and considerate of my brothers and sisters and show 
me how to recognize and meet their needs, both spoken and unspoken. To You we offer glory, 

praise and thanksgiving, in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.”   
 To report the name of someone in need, to request prayers for a beloved one asleep 

in the Lord, or the let us know that you would like your name to be removed from the  
Care Line, please call  303 - 773 - 3411 extension 8. 

 Mitchel Achee - Home 
 Eleni Marie Bardossas - Home 
 Basiliki - Home 
 Mary Brent - Home 
 Mary Bouzis - Home (Mother of Chris Craig) 
 Marie Bukuvalas - Home 
 Mary Chachas - Home 
 Ronald Christenbury - Home (Brother of Chris Christenbury) 
 Stephen Cusulos - Home (Nephew of Diakonissa Claire Zinis) 
 Justin Daniel – Home (Son of Linda Hughes) 
 Betty Day - Home (Mother of Lauri Baird) 
 Dan Diamond - Home 
 Werner Dielmann - Home (Father of Tom Dielmann) 
 Rayn Durso - US Army 
 Lucy Eliopulos - Home (Niece of Charlene Eliopulos) 
 Matushka Gloria Fedec - Home 
 Fr. Paul Fedec -  Home 
 Todd Fotiades - Home 
 Fr. Jimi Foreso - Hospital 
 Peter Gallanis - Home 
 Tom Gallios - Home 
 Chrisanne Gartelos - Home 
 Stephen George - US Navy (Son of Andrew and Inge George) 
 Judy Goldberg - Asleep in the Lord 
 Benjamin Giesbrecht - US Navy (Brother of Sarah Hunter) 
 Aleksandra Gopsill - Home 
 Cameron Grant - US Marines 
 Maria Hall – Home (Mother of Chris Skogen) 
 Hariton - Home 
 Ikbal Heneen - Home 
 Linda Mariea Hughes - Home 
 Mary Kanas - Home  (sister of Helen Pappas) 
 Kalomera Keller - Home (Mother of Chris Keller) 
 Sheyenne King – Home (Niece of Barb Latsonas) 
 Mark Kiryluk - Home 
 Bill Lagos - Home 
 James Legas - Home 
 Tom Long - Home 
 Freida Maniatis – Home 
 Alexa Mantas - Home 
 Malakai Morse - Hospital (Nephew of Faith Morse) 
 Alexandria Nash - Home 
 Samia Nash - Home 

 Diane Papedo - Home  
 Louis Papedo - Home 
 Dr. Deno Pappas - Home 
 Evelyn Panos – Home (Cousin of Missy Katsoulas) 
 Patricia Pantazis - Home 
 John Peros - Home 
 George Plakorus - Home 
 Mary Plakorus - Home 
 Kathryn Prose - US Army 
 Thomas Prose - US Army 
 John Prose - US Navy Reserve 
 Toula Rallis – Extended Care Center (Cousin of  Maria 

Mantas) 
 Panangelos 
 Florence Regas - Home 
 John and Donna Rosca - Home 
 Jennifer Shaw - Home 
 Angelo Simeonides – Home (Brother of Anthea Christen-

bury) 
 Presbytera Olympia Simeonides – Home (Sister-in-law of 

Anthea Christenbury)  
 Dan Skaff - Home 
 Dino Terry - Home 
 Ellie Thomas - Home 
 Shirley Thomas - Home (Mother of Amory Neal) 
 Pagona and Robert Trusk – Home (Daughter and son-in-

law of Irene Farfaras) 
 Ralph Turvey - Hospital (Father of Laura Turvey) 
 Chuck Ullman - Rehabilitation Home  
 Nancy Wagner - Home 
 Roberta Walls - Home 
 Kathleen Witzak - Home 
 Tiffany Yant – Home (Daughter of Connie & Tom Stauffer) 
 Sue Youssef – Home 
 Joe Youssef - Home 
 Terry Zambalas - Extended Care Center (Cousin of Anthea 

Christenbury) 








